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Play in our nation, where wit ſo ſeldom appe 
will be gazed upon by ſome, who do not u 


chers, who think wit and ingenuity, like fine periwigs 
and faſhionable cloaths, muſt be fetch'd from foreign 
places, to ſerve their caprice or pleaſe their humour. 
L have ſeen ſome pieces of wit in gur own country, 
which, if they had come from France or England, 


would have been eſteemed the higheſt daſhes of ſome 


excellent pen; yet they lye here unregarded and ne- 


1 by the moſt part of our intelligent men. T 


ficiently argues, that we generally have a diſguſt of | 


our own, and too great a fondneſs for things which 
come from abroad. The Engliſh have a far different 
humour from this : They applaud nothing. but what 


grows in their own foil, and is produced in their own 


air. I think they are too indulgent and partial to 
themſelves, and we are too ſe ere and ſharp on one 
another; both extremes ſhould be, ſhunned : And 
therefore I.iatreat my countrymen, in their cenſuring 
ang judging this work, that they would only conſider 
the play, aud not regard the perſons who write. it. 
Ia defence of this eſlay we mult engage two parties, 
the fanaticks and criticks. The fanaticks will call 
us atheiſts, as they term thoſe who oppoſe them in the 


leaſt punctilio. This is all the anſwer. we can expet 


from them; for they ate bleſt with ſtupidity, and even 
ſatire- proof; ſo they jogg on ſecurely, aud purſue 
their own intereſts, without caring what the world 
knows or ſays of them, We will take ſome more pains 
to pleaſe the criticks, and will give them an ingenuous 
account of the whole matter. We acknowledge, that 
there is not in our play that ſame embelliſhmeut of art, 
politeneſs of language, or regularity of plot, which is 
obſerved in ſome of the late Engliſh comedies. The 
people we live among are narrow and ſtingy, and we 
are not ſharpened with the converſe which other 
places allow ; beſides, it is our firſt eſſay, which merits 
lome excule; and the truth of the matters of fact may 
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and the nature of the thing, and laughed at by 9- Y 
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makes alſo. W — for gur faults, We bare 


not had time to give our invention ſcope, but only to 
rouſe up and exerciſe our memory; we have rather 
played the part of a true hiſtorian, than of an exact 
comedian. The moſt part of the ſtories here related 
were faid by one or other of the Preſbyterian - party. 
We have ſometimes put thefe tales in the mouths of 


others than thoſe who ſaid them; but that very ſeldom, - 


Nor could we bring on the ſtage all che members of 
'the general aſſembly ; for that would have ſpoiled the 
decorum of the play. But I hope the. judicious and 
and impartiaFreader will eaſily diſcern, that we have 
attributed nothing to any but what is ſuitable and 


. agreeable to his character.. 
© That the Earl of Crawford (who is under the name my 
Lord Whigridden)' did ſeveral times miſtake: the mean- 


ing of the Aſſembly, is as certain as any thing can be; 
for, when-the brethren were ſpeaking about the terms 
of communion with the Epiſcopal party, he took it for 
the facrament of the Lord's Supper, and fo made a 


Tidiculous ſpeech to that effect. The brethren, Who 
had no reſpect to his dignity, told him roughly, that 
be knew not what he was ſaying; for they think iH - 
manners as eſſential to religion as want of ſenſe. That 
de called the Whole crowd of people, diſperſed through 
the Aſſembly-houſe, a board, (as he uſed to call the 

councit-table) is known by every body who oo | 
ed their meetings, That we make him take p 
tions of gardens for plantations of kirks; is natural e- 


anta- 


nough for a man who underſtands nothing but garden- 


ry, and frequently uſes to miſtake. He always mixes 
together bits of Nehemiah and pieces of Pembroke's 
Arcadia, as we may ſee in his printed ſpeech before 


the parliament, which I believe is the ſtrangeſt med- 
ley ever was ſeen. That he ſought months to adviſe 


- and fit himſelf for being a, member of the Aſſembly, 
when it was to ſit but one, is clear from the hiſtori- 
cal account of the General Aſſembly ; the matters of 
fact in it none yet had the brow to deny. For all 
© his pretences to religion, yet, to oblige a friend, or 
compliment one whom he is afraid of, he will do 


© things both againſt his conſcience and his reafon ; for 


ia 
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ſo he lately told the Viſcount of Tarbat he had done, 
in ſubſcribing an act, for his penſion. His malice and 
injuſtice to the Epiſcopal clergy, even to thoſe who 
complied with the civil government, is well known in 
this kingdom; and that his ſenſe is as little as his 
eſtate, which is none at all, no man who hath any 
ſenſe doubts it. ran. | 

The Moderator, Mr Hugh Kennedy, hath matter 
enough to do his own buſineſs, and is not much oblig- 
ed to borrow expreſſions from his canting brethren. 
Every body, who had the honour to ſee him in the 
chair, muſt confeſs that he began his ſpeeches ordinar- 
ily with a By his providence we are met herg in this 
place; we are again re-aſſembled ; and, PI Tell you 
poſitively what it is, and negatively what it is net; and 
ſueh hap-ſtumble as this into pure nonſenſe. He was 
fo violent and fiery, that he was excommunicated 
long ago by the Preſbyterians themſelves, as a ſire- 
brand ſent from hell to inflame Chriſt's kirk here on 
, earth. It is known how he prayed, in the Aſſembly, 
to drown the noiſe, and filence the gable of the bre- 
thren. He uſes his own words in all the prayers 
excepr this one ; He defires grace from Gel. * he 
would expect glory, which indeed is ' borrowed from 
one Mein, a brother of his, who preaches juſt now at 
Dalkeith, The-curates muſt fall a victim to his fury; 
for none of them, tho“ they fully comply, can keep ._ 
their livings while he poſſeſſes his chair, tho' the nobi- 
lity and gentry, yea, King and. Queen, ſhould requeſt 
it. Kings, as well as curates, fi they be not cove- 
nanted (for ſo they phraſe it) muſt be depoſed, yea, 
killed tooy if they be not for the good cauſe, They 
ſay the Moderator is witty, and his own party calls 
him pawky, The only inſtance of this, which I know, 
is, that he made a better bargain. than Judas; for 
Judas fold our Saviour for thirty pieces of ſilver; but 
Mr Kennedy got a hundred pieces of gold for his part 
in ſelling King Charles I. Poor, filly, fickle Judas re- 
pented, and flung back the money again; but wiſe, 
ſtedtaſt Mr Kennedy keeps well what he got, and 
thirſts for more, and would take off a tyrant's head, (fur 
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Ao he names all Kings) with as great pleafore as he, 
ĩuſt now poſſeſſes a rt Ar n i 4 


When we repreſent Mr Gilbert Rule, (who is under 
the name Mr Salathiel Little-ſenſe) we do not confine 
ourſelves cloſely to his diſcourſes in the General Aſſem- 


' bly, but we take in ſome of his ſpeeches ſaid in the col- 


lege this winter. That famous ſaying of his in a pub- 


lic lecture, Si aliguus virus colebit falſum Deum, ſeu 
verum Deum, ut non præſeriptum eſt, iſte virus eft guii- 
tus idolatriæ, is fo known through the town, that he 


is nicknamed Doctor Guiltus from that very thing. 


If I ſhould tell his management of the college this 


winter, and his Latin ſpeeches, or rather his Scotch 
ſpeeches ending in Latin terminations, with a thou- 
fand other follies and villanies, it would make a plea- 
fant enough comedy by itſelf, and ſufficiently expoſe 
the Preſbyterians, who have picked Lim out of their 
-whole party to fill ſuch a confiderable place, and to 
ſucceed ſo excellent a man as the learned Dr Monro. 
Ignorance, which is a fitter parent of impudence than 
devotion, made this fellow attack the learned Dr Stil- 
-lingfleet with an impertinent ſeribble on an imperti- 
nent ſubject, io wit, on the Jure- divino ſhip of preſby- 
tery, which few men of ſenſe or ingenuity ever pre- 
tended to maintain. I am confident, if I thould rake 
the dunghill of his crimes, and fully declare his igno - 
rance and knavery to the world, none would read his 
-writings who read his life. In thort, his character is, 
always to be nibbling at ſpeeches, often ſpeaking 
nonſenſe, and ſtil} wrong Latin. ; 
It were an unpardonable fault if the worthy Mr. 
Kirktoun did not bear a conſiderable part in our 
play; he who hath the true mein, geſture, actings, 


and ſpeeches of a Comedian, when he hath once got 


into the Pulpit. The people of the town uſe to 
flock about him, as they ule to do about a ſtage- player. 
He'll tell you, from any text, of five loſt labours, three 
opportunities, three lamentations, three woes, three 


. prophecies, three doubts, three fears, a propolal, 


and a word about Scotland, and another about a dog, 


and ſo he has done. Then, when he is to fall upon 


controverſy, drawing up and down his breeches, wm 
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5 tell you, he muſt take a word - of a whore (for ſo he 


names the church of Rome; ), ſo that leads him to ſpeak 
about the Virgin Mary, whom, he ſays, her huſ- 
band Joſeph felt the firſt night. be bedded with her, 


and found her with child, and immediately concluded 


ſhe was a whore (as I would have done myſelf, ſays he), 
and. was going to put her away: For who could have 


been jealous of the Holy Ghoſt? 


He is as comical in giving the communjon; for 
lately, at Cramond, he clapt a bit of bread in his 
next neighbour's hand, and ſaid, Saint, eat this, and 
your bread's baten. "Then he took the cup, and 
deſired them all to drink heartily, for they were all 
We muſt give you ſome account of 
his way of praying. He'll pray that God would 
bring back our baniſhed King ; then he will make a 
long ſtop, and ſo- ſurpriſe the audience: Then he'll 
tell God not to miſtake him, for tis not Xing James, 
but King Jeſus, who hath been baniſhed theſe twenty 
eight years. Then when he prays for people troubledin 
ſpirit, he'Il tell *tis a wholfome diſeaſe, and wiſh that 
many more were ſo, becauſe he was once bound himſelf, 


He juſtly bears the name of plain-dealer; for he oppoſed 


the whole Aﬀembly often, and ſtumbled into many ſad 
truths. He ſaid, their fool-praying was hypocritical, and 
that they were ſeeking their own intereſt. And, in a Ser- 
mon lately preached, he fairly arraigned the govern- 
ment, and ſaid, The Earl of H „ who 15s true to his 
tod and his King: in his own faſhion, he's clapt up in 
riſen ; but the Earl of S who's true to none of 
them, he's at preſent at freedom ; 1 think ( ſays he) our 
government ſhall never be right. His ſermons are come» 
dies without plots; they are the chat of the taverns 
and coffee-houſes ; the divertiſement of the youn 
people in town. In ſhort, he's more famous for thels 
notes of his ſermons, than the other is for his. Latin. 
When he takes a freak in his head, he's. for modera- 
tion; not out of any kindneſs he has for the Epiſca- 
pal clergy, but out of an humour of ſingularity, a 
{pirit of contradiction, and often for want of think» 
ing ; for he who ſpeaks without thinking cannot be 
— | bad very 
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very conſequential to himſelf, but fall into a great 
many abſurdities. | 

Mr Fraſer of Brae deſerveth the name of Turbu- 
lent very well; for he's as huffing, inſolent, croſs- 
grain'd a fellow as ever lived. His whole trade, 
when he was young, was to debauch ladies waiting- 
women ; but now, when he's graver, he talks ob- 
ſcenely, and ſhews a thing not to be named to the 
maid, as he did to a great many women lately at the 
crols of Dumfermling. Now, for women he takes 
wine, and drinks as great a quantity of hard ſack, as 
curates do of ale. His party calls the fumes of the 
liquor the operations of the Spirit of God, and his 
fury and madneſs they term true zeal. The moſt. 


part of the articles of the Libe//a univer/alis was made 


ule of by him to thruſt out the Epiſcopal: clergy of 
Fyfe. Mr Johnſton of Burntifland, and Mr Johnſton 
of Saline, were both ſuſpended by him for being or- 
dained by a biſhop, and recommending The whole daty 
of man; and many more, for theſe, and the reſt of 
the ridiculous articles in that univerſal libel; (for I 
aſſure you that was their exact way of libelling}. 
The Epiſcopal miniſters could not have the liberty to 
ſee or hear the witneſſes depoſe againſt them; and par- 
ticularly, when Mr Bowes, miniſter at Abbots-hball,, 
quoted an act of parliament to this purpole, Mr Fra- 
ſer told him roundly, that he was not to be governed 
by the acts of parliament, but by the Spirit of God, 


This hero made a ſpeech againſt the Lord's prayer, 


not long ago, in his own church at Culroſs, going 
through all the articles of it, proving that we ſhould 
not * it. 1½, (ſays he) Ve cannot ſay, Our Fa- 
ther which art in heaven, except ue knew we were pre- 
deſtinated; for Tm ſure the devil's a father to many 
of you, He goes on, + 4 you were going to bed at night, 
it were nonſenſe to ſay, Cine us this day our daily 
bread. Then, (continues he).if T were wing any of you 
1000 merks, neue of you wonid forgive me; ſo 10 
enare can you ſay, Forgive us aur debts as we forgive 
our debtors, So after this faſhion he refuted the ſay- 
ing of the Lord's prayer. But another Preſbyterian 
miniſter in the north, Mr — was much franker, rr 
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faid, If ever Chriſt was drunk in his life, it was 
when he made this prayer. In ſhort, we have made 
Mr Fraſer ſpeak nothing but what he actually ſaid, 
either in the General Aſſembly, in his ſermons; or in 
the preſbytery of Culroſs, of which he is Moderator - 

Mr David Williamſon id called Mr Solomon Cherry- 
Trees, for that famous action of his, in getting with 
child the Lady Cherry-Trees's daughter, in that in- 
ſtant when the ſoldiers were ſearching the houſe to 
carry him away to fuffer the juſt puniſhment of a ro- 
bel and a traitor. We ingenuouſſy confeſs, that all 
the ſpeeches made by Mr Solomon were not actually 
faid by Mr David; but I think all that was ſaid is a- 
greeable enough to his character, who is ſo famous for 
love-intrigues, Who preaches ſo oft out of the Can- 
ticles, and talks ſo much, in his ſermons, of beds of 
roſes and dams of love. Though he be pretty old, 
yet nature is not fo much decayed in him as in the o- 
ther. He carries about with him the /d man in tlie 


| literal ſenſe ; he's a compleat Tartuffe, and under tie 


maſk of piety he acts his la ſeivous tricks. Not a year 
ago he for a young wench, and told her that 
ſhe was with child. She anſwered, ſhe was not with 
child. Then he ſaid he ought to ſee if it was fo; fo- 
he handled her breaſts and belly very roughly, and af- 
ter this he fat down and prayed a long while with 
her. The Maid gives this account herſelf ; modeſty 
would not allow her to ſay more, but we may eaſily 
gueſs the reſt. 

I ſhall not mention the extraordinary avarice and 


covetouſneſs of the Preſbyterian miniſters, which is 


more peculiar to them than to any ſet of men in the 
world: Neither ſhal I tell: how they devour. widows 
houſes; chouſe old ſilly women, ruin good families, 
and, by their ſneaking and cheating, get good eſtates, 
even in the times of perſecution (as they call them) ; 
for I don't pretend, in this place, to give an exact 
account or hiſtory of the lives and actions of thoſe 
Preſbyterian heroes; that would ſwell this preface to 


- a' big volume; but | only relate ſome matters of fact, 


without which our play cannot be well underſtood. 
Since theſe are the chief champions for, the good _ 
cauſe, 
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cauſe, and godlike ſaints of the covenant, who by 
their own party are eſteemed by far the beſt and moſt 
learned, the moſt eminent for gifts and graces, it 
will be no difficulty to make a judgment of the reſt: 
of them. ' 
The part that Mr Shittle bears in our play, is a 
character of the whole complying Epiſcopal miniſters. 


E ſhall name one Mr De — — who made an addreſs: 


to the eommiſſion of the kirk, telling them how he 
and his brethren had fully complied with the civil go-- 


vernment, and would as frankly comply with their 


kirk government, and deſired to ect as Preſbyters in 
this church. The addreſs was refuſed,. and it was re- 
ſolved, that none who ſerved under Epiſcopacy, aud 
had taken the teſt, ſhould be admitted»nto the kirk: 


« For (ſay they) if we ſhould admit theſe men, who: 


« have changed their principles; and broken their 
„ oaths, we could not be ſecure of them; though we 
% had them under a thouſand tyes, yet they would 


« be ready to join with Prelacy if it ſhould pleaſe the 


4% prevailing party to ſet it up again; then we, be- 


« ing the ſmaller. part ſhould be” thruſt out again. 


The reaſon is ſufficiently good for thoſe who are only 
led by intereſt... The ſpeeches made by Mr Turncogt 


.are the very. words which were ſpoke by ſome young 


men, who had their education under Epiſcopacy, I 
could name ſome of them; but they are ſo filly and 
mean - ſpirited fellow, that I think it not worth my 
time to trouble the reader or myſelf in taking particu- 
lar notice of them. The love-ſcenes contain the 


true way, of. the Preſbyterian wooing ; the ſcenes be- 


twixt the news-mongers contain the true and genuine 
language of the bigots of. both parties; and the ſcene 
about the characters needs no commentary, ſince they 
are. juſt: and exact. 

Having briefly related the matters of fact of which 
our play is made up. I ſhall in few words anſwer the 
objections that may be made againſt the manner of 
writing it. F/, then, the criticks perhaps will ſay, 
that our play is made up of two plots, the one of love, 
the other about the General Afembly. Suppoſe this 
were true, we might defend ourſclves by examples. of 

ſome 
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Fome of the antients and moderns too, of no ſnall note, 
who have done this. But we are not —_ to ſeek 
ſhelter under authority; for reafon will ſufficiently de- 
fend us. Our entire and uniform plot is to repre- 
ſent the villainy and folly of the Preſbyterians in their 
public meetings, and the private tranſactions of their 
lives; and, how we have ſucceeded in both, we leave 
it to the Judgment of the ingenuous reader. | 
Secondly, It may be ſaid, that the ſeene about my 
Lord Huffy hath no connection with the plot, and 
that his Lordſhip makes a mere parentheſis in our play. 
z anſwer, he does ſo in the ſtate, and daſhes fo thro? 
thick and thin, that it is hard to get him kept out of 
any thing. Beſides, all the matters of fact ſaid about 
him are very true, and he's a great hero in the refor- 
mation; and 1 do not fee but this ſcene agrees as well 
with the principal plot, as the reconcilement of Thais 
and Phædra, in Terence's Eunuch, with the marriage 
of Chærea and Chremes's ſiſter, which is principally 
intended by the poet; yet it is thought regular e- 
nough by all the judicious criticks. 
he third 6bjettion is made by the grave and ſeri- 
dus men, who don't quarrel the regularity of the plot, 
but are ſtartled at ſome expreſſions. They ſay we 
make the canticles a pimp to luſt, and that our lovers 
fetch their compliments, and make their aſſignations 
out of that book; which is formally to burleſque the 
ſcripture. Theſe gentlemens z2al hath by far got 
the better of their reaſon. If they would conſider 
th» anfients behaviour in this matter, they would ſoon 
av cooler thoughts Juvenal, in his ſatires, paints 
the vices of the age in ugly broad terms, juſt as they 
were acted, out of a mere defign to laſh men from 
their follies, and fright them from their vices, by the 
ugly repreſentations of them. Even the ſcripture irſelf 
brings in the fool ſaying in his heart, There #5 no God; 
and Abſalom conſul ting and acting treaſon againſt his 
father and king ; yet, for all that, the penmen are 
neither to be accuſed of atheiſm nor treaſon : Why 
may not we alſo bring in hypocrites, with religion in 
their mouths, acting the greateſt villainy that was e- 
ver heard of ? 
; Fourthly, 


- «Fourthly, It may be objected, that for all eur pre- 
tences to truth and fincerity in matters of fact, yet 
we talk at random in the laſt ſcene, where we make 
the Preſbyterian miniſters ſpeak baſely and maliciouſly 
of all kings, and tell the. captain of the guards that 
they had a commiſſion under the. broad ſeal of heaven, 
and ſo refuſe to riſe till they were compelled by force, 
and then to run away in. confuſion, curſing their ene- 
mies. [This is eaſily anſwered, if we conſider that the 
General Aſſembly always uſed to contradict and thwart 
the ſtate, as is clear by ſeveral of their acts, but par- 
_ ticularly by one which bears the name of Au act aud 
declaration of the General Aſſembly. againſt the act of, 
parliament and committee of eſtates. 
It may likeways be conſidered, that the Preſbyte- 
rians are enemies to monarchy ; for this is the third 
time that Preſbytery has been. eſtabliſhed in Scotland, 
and ſtill upon the death or baniſhment of ſome of 
their lawful ſovereigns. Alſo it cannot be denied, but 
the preſent Preſbyterian miniſters have as much fury, 
and as little wit, as in the time of Cromwell the uſur- 
per, when they ſat without an order from the ſtate, 
and ated independently of it, till Colonel Cottrel was 
ſent with a regiment to raiſe them. They told him 
they had a commiſſion to fit, and preſented the Bible 
to him. He deſired them to read it. The brethren 
were a little puzzled at that. Then the Colonel 
threatened to drag them thence; ſo they were forced 
to riſe, and never met till this time. The chorus is as 
pertinent as any thing can be, ſince they are a ſet of 
men who never forgive any injury, and, inſtead 8 
praying for converſion, they pour down curſes for th 
confuſion of their enemies. f | 
Our deſign in this eſſay is fully to repreſent the 
villainy and folly of the fanaticks, that ſo, when they 
are in ſober mood, they may ſeriouſly reflect on them, 
and repent for what is paſt, and make amends for the 
future, if it be poſſible; or elſe that the civil govern- 
ment may be awakened and rouſed to rid us of the 
impertinence and tyranny of this gang, who injuri- 
ouſly treat all good and learned men, and are enemies 


to human ſociety itlelf, This play was begun faſt 
after 
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xili 


after the king of France took Mons, as is clearly in- 
timated in the firſt ſcene ; but, by reaſon of ſome 
gentlemens going to the country, who were concerned 
in it, it lay dormant four months; then it was ſet 
about again, and was very ſoon compleated. We 
confeſs it was haſtily huddled together ; for we were 
not a fortnight about the whole work, by reaſon of 
multitude' of buſineſs the authors were entangled in. 
I hope this will alſo draw a favourable cenſure from 
the ingenious reader. It was the employment of our 
idle hours, and we were ſufficiently pleaſed and divert- 
ed by it. In ſhort, reader, if you take half as much 
pleaſure in reading it, as we did in writing it, you will 
neither think your money nor pains ill beſtowed. 


by | P R O- 


— 


PROLOGUE. 


PUR northern country ſeldom taftes of vit: 

= The too cold tlime is juſtly blam'd for it. 
Nothing our hearts can move, or fancy. bribe, 
Except the gibb'riſb of the canting tribe. 
Tia lang -while | fince anyplay hath been, 
Excopt rope-dancing, in our nation ſeen; 

But now, in this aur all-reforming age, 

Mee got a play he pulpit's turn d a ftage't 
An Fact the actor doth appear devout, 

(The only way to cateh the ſenſeleſs rout), 

With hums and haus, and whining voice and tone, 
He preaches nonſenſe and rebellion : 

And fo obtains his intereſt and deſign, 

To cruſh the church and abdicate the King. 
Inſtead of prayers, he makes uſe of lies, | 
Impoſtures, ſhams and horrid forgeries. 

He uſeth cannons in the lit'ral ſenſe, 

And calls the worſt rebellion ſelf-defence. 
Kirk-diſcipline he ſeemingly doth prize, 

ing in private Venus exerciſe. 

He teaches children how to diſobey, 

And ſhake the laws of all morality. 

Tet, notwithſtanding, he ſlurs oer the ſame 
E'en with religion's all-atoning name; 

Theſe arms and weapons fairly repreſent 

The Presbyterian church militant. 

True Comedy ſhould humour repreſent ; : 


A ES. 


I think, for once, we've well enough hit on't, 
No character's too wild, nor yet extravagant: 
For there is nothing treated in our play, 

But what all know the Whigs do att and ſay 5 
Thus eu ue a taſte of their new goſpel-way. 

| Our 


PROL O:G U B. 7: 


Our authors gently do beſpeak and pray 

The critic's favour for their firſt eſſay. 

Sure they have reaſon; for the Scottiſh wit 

.4s only giv'n to cenſure, not to write: 1; 61% 
Yet if this play but take, we'll promiſe more, 

For of this kind we have laid up in ſtone 8 
Matter enough to make at ledſt a ſoore. p 


DR * 


| 
: 


— : 


DRAMATIS PERSONA. 
ME N. eee 


Will. a diſcreet ſmart gentleman. My 

Frank, his comerade, not well ſkilled in divinity, and 

EY newly come from his travels, 

Mr Novel, a Jacobite News-monger. | 

Mr Abednego Viſioner, a V 72 Neus-monger. 

2 Lord Whigridden, an empty fool. : 

Lord Huffy, a mere madcap. 555 natich Peers 
Moderator, Mr Hugh Kennedy. 
Mr Timothy Turbulent, Mr James Fraſer of 

c Brae. 

| Mr Salathiel Littleſenſe, Mr Gibert Rule. 


» 


3 —— ͤ— —ꝛę * — 
- * 


Mr Covenant Plain-dealer, Mr Kirktoun. 

Mr y 22 Cherry-trees, Mr David William- 
| on. 

| Clerk, Mr Spaldin. - 

| Ruling Elder, Laird Littlewit, a north- country 
| 

: 

| 


me — : 


mittee! _ 
of 


All Members of the Com- 


1. 
Mr Shittle, @ complying Epiſcopal Mini ſſer. A. 
Mr Orthodox, a non-complying Epiſcopal Miniſter. 
( Mr Turncoat, an Epiſcopal Expettant, turned fanatich. 
Mr Wordie, 4 Preſbyterian Chaplain. 


— — — — — — — 


WOMEN. 


Old Lady, a Bigot. 
Mrs Rachel, Her daug ter. 


Mrs Violetta, I; 
Mrs Laws, : her Nieces. | 


x<- es 2 - 


Captain of the Guard, Maids, a Webſter, Boy, Draw- 
ers, Boatmen, Hirers, Fidlers, Fornicatrix, Huntſ- 
man and Dogs, Cc. 
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wick. ill and Frank. | 75 
vnn. en Site I vruſt ue By? whas 
devił hath brotght you-kither'? 5773 


Fra. A Borrowſtounneſs ſhip, and a geed Prore- 
ſtant wind. Dear Will. how glad am I to ſee tlie ! 
u, with St — ſo nigh, eonvities m an = 
UL Why . ever -ditomper'd 
l, th your 
your! . you doubt ont? oy 
waw. | Fr: No ; but Ihave'watked — ik 

juntſ- 5 with ſo many ſtrange-flictsy that I 

ned myfelf caſt upon ſome new plantation on che o- 
er fide of the globe, ft they look: nor like” che ins 
habirants of this world. 

. _. Will. Neither indeed are they, for they: cane from: 
Heaven; and ſome of therk, v0 , have broke their 
backs e falling Buer; nee tony | haſt hes tes in 

HE town ? 4 

5 Fra. Short while as „eures my firſt * I 

A was 


1 
: 
| Þþ 
| 
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was carried to my Lord Whigridden, all the way the 
orowd gazing on me as ſome American monſter : This 
peer, inclos'd with a dozen of grimacing "fellows 
dreſs'd up in cloaks, cringing and bowing to him like 
ſo many beggars ſeeking ſupply from a country Preſby- 


tery, aſked me when the ſiege of Mons was raiſed. 
Will. What anſwered you then ?- | 
Fra. I ſaid, as the truth was, the 28th of March, 
Nylo novo. Replies one of theſe reverend gentlemen, 
We aſk not about the ſiege of Stylo novo in Savoy, but 
Mons upon the Rhine. Says another, How many loſt 
King William in that enterpriſe? Not one, anſwered 


I; for it was done ere he came. Tis a wonderful 


providence then, ſaid he; tis the doing of the Lord, 
ſaid another; there's nothing impoſſible with God, 
aid a third. 2 s 
Will. What ſaid you all the while? 

Fra. You may be ſure I had little to ſay in this new 
way. —But, ſays that ſhadow of nobility, Is King 
William for preſent at Mons ? No indeed, faid I; but 
King Lewis is: Which 1 had ſcarcely uttered, when, 
with the univerſal conſent of the whole company, I 
was ſentenced to impriſonment, for a certain ani- 
mal called a Suſpected Perſon ; and hardly, after an 
ingenuous relation of the whole ſtory, eſcaped with 
the liberty to take a glaſs of good claret with my old 


: friend here, 


Will. Good claret, ſay you! Faith that's hard, 
without the miracle of the marriage of Cana in Gali- 
lee. We've got a ſet of men, who call themſelves 
Chriſt's diſciples, but, methinks, they are very unlike 
their maſter ; for the firſt effect of his power was, to 
give his good wine; and the firſt effet of theirs is, 
to take it from us. | j , 8 

Fra. In queſt of good wine, commend me to Hip- 
pocrates's difſciples.; I always found their advice moſt 
ſeaſonable in that, i'faith. Come, drawer, let's taſte 
what you have. | 3 

Will. Thy health, Frank; devil take me if 
King james wou'd be welcomer to a ſtarving curate, 
than thou art to me. 


Fra. 


ev © 
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Fra. Catift thou give me no account of my friends 
?the country:? : | 
Will, Little or none at all: 
. Fra. Then I find there is nothing more hard than 
to avoid ſpeaking about the times, as they call it. 
Vill. — Except it be ſpeaking good of them 
tho”, for my on part, I have no reaſon to complain; 
for I find them as good whoring and drinking times 
as ever ; only with this difference, whereas before we 
were moſt Chriſtian drunkards, we're now turn'd moſt 
Catholic; and the compliments we took before out 
of Caſſandra and Cleopatra for our miſtreſſes, we're 
now beholten to the Seng of Solomon for them. The 
money we were wont to give to bawds, we now give 
to fanatic miniſters wives; and whereas before, honeſt 
fellows coin'd new oaths at a glaſs of wine, we now 
ſend our repreſentatives to parliament to do it for us. 
Fra. A wonderful reformation indeed ! But what 
new oaths are theſe, I pray ? | | 
Will. The allegiance and aſſurance ; that is to ſay, 
I'ſwear King William has right to what he poſſeſſeth, 
elſe I can no longer poſſeſs what | have right to. 
Fra. — Faith there's no danger i' the conſequence ; 
for I confeſs I ſhould think it a. ſubtle parliament 
could contrive an oath which the nation would not 


| firſt ſcruple, then take, and laſtly break: but I ad- 


mire ſuch a ſudden change; for your fanatics. were 
turn'd mighty loyal gentlemen before I parted hence. 
Will. You might have admired juſtly if it had been 
otherways. Who thinks ſtrange that a pick-pocket 
runs away with your money when you truſt him ? 
or that an old rook cheats a young country ſquire ? 
Ill tell thee, man, to believe a Preſbyterian prote- 
ſtation, is as much as to think a man cannot cheat, 
becauſe he lies. I'm refolv'd ne' er to truſt a fanatic 
till I get him on his chair of verity, the ſtone i” the 
Graſs-market ; the villain is then tempted to tell 
ſomething of the truth; that is ſay, that he dies a 
rogue and a rebel. | 
Fra. Tell me ſincerely, Will, What think'ſt 
thou of the ſtate of the nation? My concern about 
lome friends intereſted makes me inquiſitive. — 
ill. 
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ili. Gad tis a moſt monſtrous. hideous body 

litic: I have neither time nor rhetoric to deſcribe 

t; you may have an abridgment of it by con- 
3 with the people in town; a man wh had 
walked betwixt the 85 rait - bow and the crofs,, wou'd 
imagine, by their converſe, he had marched out of 
King William's territories to King James's. —— They 
bave both their kingdoms in this town, i'faith ; only 
with this difference, King James domineers in the ta- 
verns, and King William at the council - table. 

Fra. That muſt oblige a man to an Italian ſtrifneſs 
in converſation. 

Will, in chat you may do as you liſt ; for, I aſſure 
you, Sineexity 3 is a quality as, much out of faſhion, as it 
is improſperous; gad you'd ſwear it had been abdi. 
cated, in the late convention, with King James, and 
declared a rebel to the ſtate. For my own part, I'm 
forc'd to turn Tory; for a man can hardly get a 
good comerade, or a woman of wit and diſcretion, on 
the other {ide ont. Ameng our Whigs, a man 


| hath as much ſenſe as would keep him from bein 
inherited ef his father's fortune, is thought a Eat 


Fra. Por on the raſcals! Then I'm reſoly'd to have 
nothing. to do with them: Methinks, tis a mean am- 
d n $0 be the beſt of bc 

Enter Drawer. 

Draw. There's one Mr Novel defires to ſpeak with 
you, gentlemen. 

-  Fng+ Bid him come foreward 3 he can e 
form me about my friends in the country. . 
Enter Novel. | 

OF your humble ſervant. Dear Sir, 
heh-——1 have been inquiring for you [embracing] in 
all the taverns in tow- u —— eh — Dcar 
Sir, when was Mons talen! 


Fra. Iam glvd to ſee you well; how doth my fan 


ther? and ———— 
Nov. And how many men hath the king of 
France:there ? 


Fre. I ak thee, man, how all my friends i the 
New. 


country are ? Lhave heard ſome ill reports 


— — P 
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Nov. Nay, for reports, we have had ſuch ſtrange re- 
ports about the half-moon of Baclemont, and that 
damn'd Portugueſe ſkipper 

Fra. The devil take thee for a damn'd eternal fool, 
Aſide.) Wilt thou reſolve me as to my relations i 
the country, and I ſhall give thee thy bellyful- of thas 
afterward. 

Nov. Nay, but the Marſhal Bouflers, how doth 
he? If thou hadſt not come, my five Gui- 
neas on 

Fra. Wou'd F had paid four of em if thou 
wou'dſt anſwer me. When did you ſee my friends i 
the country ? 

Nov. Foh! country! ſay you; I'd have you know, 
Sir, I went not to the country ſince the revolution; I'd 
ſooner go to purgatory. Why? a man can have no 
more certain intelligence in the country, than good 
liquor; their news are as ſophiſticated as their Cans 
i'gad. But ſtill as touching Mons? 

Fra. Then I'll tell you; the ſum of it is, that upon 
the a8 th of March it was ſurrendered. 

Nov. And all the garriſon put to the edge of the 
fword, were they not ? 

Fra. That had been pretty indeed! Faith, fully as 
Ht as Sghting, and the articles of peace in the general's 


Nov | There $ an honeſt fellow can inform me ahous 
it. | Exit Nov. 
Enter Drawer. 

Drau. have been ſo plagu'd keeping a gentle- 
man out of your company, I have told him a thouſand 
hes, but nothing will ſerve his turn. There he cm 
he calls himſelf Mr Abednego Viſioner.— 

Enter Viſioner. | | 

Vi}. Sir, I have not the honour of your comune | 
tance; I remember I was once in company with your 
father; but I knew his miniſter, ſweet. Mr Violent, 
Our Moderator, you know, Sir, 
Mr Hugh, Sir, bid me put up 1 a- 
bout the King's affairs # taxes 3 ' 

Fra. Sir,,l aſk your pardon; J neither know y 
8 Mr Hugh, nor the King's affairs abroad. 


A 3 | Vile 
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Vifc The Moderator of the General Aſſembly, Sirſ— 
Not that 1 mean it as 2. title of dignity, for the place 
you know is ambulatory : Bat, no doubt, Sir, you can 
inform mo if there be any thing —1 ſay, Sir, you can 
reſolve me, if the King is to be conjunct Emperor or 
Dot — 


Re-enter Novel. 

Nov. Conjunct, ſay you — he'll be 
ſole Emperor or nothing: I'll pawn my ears he'll be 
at the gates of Vienna ere a month, 

Vif. Sir, 1 aſk your pardon ; I believe he'll be at the 
gates of Paris firſt. 

Nov. Yes, I know he is already at Verſailles. - 
Will. Theſe two gentlemen are in a mutual miſ- 
take. We mult keep them there, i' faith; for if they 
Gene one andthe, they'll put fire in the houſe, 

[To Frank aſide. 

Fi. Wel, Sir! But think you, will our King 
have his court at Verſailles, or at London, ſtitl mean- 
ing, you know, after he bas vanquiſhed all his enemies, 
you underſtand me? 

Nev. Why hot at London: et, when 1 think 
better on't, if he ſtays at Verſailles, and if there hap- 
pen another revolution, they will not have deſertion 
to lay to bis charge Beſides, it would prevent fre- 
quent changes in court; gad a treaſurer might — 
himſelf rich ere a chancellor went to Verkiilles an 
back again to deceurt him.—Well, I'm ſatisfied, 
let it be at Verſailles, 

%% —— Nay, there would be this farther conveni- 
ence in t: You know my Lord wants a coach; now be 

may get an Anſtruther bark, and hoop o'er to Ver- 
aller; but the Moderator, poor man, it would be too 
far a voyage for him. 
mw a devils would he: venture to ſee the 

Vi. Troch, 1 chink it won de eu be too far for hin 
0 ventuwe. 

Nov. Gad i don't. queſtian but he oel tho”, If 


there were a new indulgetas, ond Banks new ad- 
dreſs, i faich. | 
1 bade, cwill ont. 1.075 


4 
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Vi. Lm ſure the K ing will never indulge thoſe whom 


he knows to be enemies to bis government; tis trus 
the Queen's a little more heretical; 


— That's to ſay, She's a little more addidied t9 


Faſt Indeed, Sir, you ſay right, for I can call it ne 
other thing: 1 ſee you underſtand. matters, as one 
wou'd ay.— Here s your health. But that church 
of England, I hope in God to ſee it ruined. 

Nov. If it ſhow'd, their clergy are to be blam's,— 
Gad theſe Biſhops of England are a parcel of odd fel- 
lows, that wou'd part with heaven ſooner thaw their 
er 0 

iſ. A rare gentleman this [Aa.] But heve 
you heard — of King James being ill? 

Nov. If it be ſa, ſome people may be ſorry. 

V if. The Prince, you mean; yet, I can hardly call 
him a Prince, being ſet up to deiraud our King of his 
juſt right. 

Nov. And for that he deſerves not the name of 
a Prince; Prince! a mere robber aud uſurper, i'gad, 
. %. No, I won't ſay that, the poor bake had no 

me. 

Nov.——That' $ moſt certain. But to defraud a 
poor innocent child of its juſt right. 

Viſ. What child ? 

Nev. The Prince of Wales, i'gad ! what other > 

Viſ. Prince of Wales! a ſhitten baſtard, a mere inp 

oſtor. 
l Neu. Are you there, you rotten fanatic, you "FAIR 


1 might have. known you by your fiend-like face. 


Come, here's King James s health to you; drink it, or 
I' be with the cat's guts of you — CDrinks, 
Vi,” Here's King William's to you. See who dares 
refuſe l. : 

Will. Sit down gentlemen; no quarrels here. 

- Nov. King Willie! that Monkey in royal rohes, 
that. creature of the giddy rabble, a blazing tan, ge- 
nerated of a Dutch fog, Which will go away in ſmokes 

Viſ. King James! a mere empty; title, by the grace 
of God King GEW Me hg Aleve god Saen 


. \ 
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a deſerter, a run-away, the French King's firſt penſio- 
ner of ſtate. | 

Nov. King Willie, that bully of twenty or thirty 
German lairds, guardian of the Proteſtant league *twixt 
the Pope, Emperor, King of Spain and Duke of Savoy, 
general of the moſt high and potent cow-ſtealers of 
Inſkilling, and preſident of an aſſembly of madmen in 
this ancient kingdom of Scotland! a poor mean thing, 
within theſe two months march of miſery. - 

Viſ. That's of King James and his army. 

Nov. Doſt thou know thy own ſRate-creed, and the 
miniſters litany, the Engliſh Gazette? | | 

Viſ. I'd have you know, Sir, we uſe neither creed 
nor litany, more than carnal ſenſe and reaſon, in aur 
religion. 

Nov. Tis a damn'd lie; for yonr miniſters prayers 
are ſtuff d with the Gazette; and I believe for no o- 
ther reaſsn they have ſhut up the coffee - houſes on Sun- 
day, but leaſt men ſhould know what they can ſay, 
and fo ſtay from church. 

Viſ. Well, but what of the Gazette? 

Nov. Mons is ta'en, i'gade D* e 

Viſ. That's a miſtake ; tis the garriſon of Mons 
has ta'en the French, and detains' them within the 
town, and compels them to keep garriſon for them 
there. 

Nov. O Ged ! ſuch a notorious forgery The 
Baltick Kings have deſerted the Proteſtant league, 
That's not true either, I'll warrant. | 
Vi *Tis no matter; for in their ſtead we are to 


have the King © Morocco, the King of Mogul, and 


Preſter- John, w is a Preſbyterian, Yfaith; and I 
cannot tell how many grand Czars and Dukes, and- 
all that. —And I'll tell you more, the Freneh fleet is 
frozen in at Breſt, and cannot get out this year, 
Nov. All damn'd fanatick lies, i'gad. | 
Vif. PU warrant my Lord's man's of Struther-dykes, 
and Lord Annandale's viſion of three heads, are all 
lies, Fwarrant. Theſe Torries will believe nothing. 
Nov. And theſe fanaticks believe every thing. 
But I'll teach you to ſpeak truth, you filly rogue, 
| [Gives him a box on the ear. 


Vi. 


dir Wordie diſcovered ſitting by Mrs Rachel, his hantt 
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Fiſ. I think thou art the meſſenger of Satan ſent to 
buffet me: Well, I'll mind you the next rabbling. 
LX un, off, Novel chaſing him. 

Will. We've got a bottle, now we'll to church, 
here, perhaps, we war m wich # wench., [Ts 
Franke] 110 Cranes 


, ACT I, SCENE 
The old Lady”s Lodging. 


J 


about her meck, a Bible m their band the Old 
Lady wal ting beſ We 


#17 La. F NDEED, Maſs James, I hope ſhe will leara 
to compone ſcripture, will ſhe not ? 
[The Lady turns the other ways 

Word. She will [le kiſſes Rachel. ] be able ts 
underſtand the moſt hidden Myſteries—m a — 
Time; In theſe werds, there be three _ con- 
ſderable. | 

Fach, So — three RISES I i FIR that... 

014 La, Bleſſed be God, Maſs. James, that ſevt you 
to my. houſe, great was the ſcarcity of family-exerciſe 
we jaboured under... [Maſs Fames riſes aud ſtands 
when the Lady ſpeaks.) But 3 ſhortly my daugh» 
ter Rachel ſhall underſtand and Enn 
Sit down Maſs, James. 

Rach. No, mother, he exerciſeth beſt ftanding.; 1 
mare convenient, I think. 

d La. But tis wearifom for Maſs James 1 

Word. No, Madam. I give o'er in time. 

01d La. I know, ſuch is the frailty of her nature, the 
will weary firſt. 

Rach. Indeed no, other; Maſs James can tell 1 
love it very well; 1 cou'd hear him about the three 
things couliderable four and twenty hours, if be.plea(- 
ed. But much exereiſing makes him dry, mother; 
and he's forced to give over, God knows, fooner than 
I wiſh, many a nime. 

Old La. 


He has ſo 
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Old La. Teach her Maſs James, to drink in the 


fincere milk of the word, that ſhe may grow thereby. 
Word. Tn troth, ſhe's a very pliable icholar. 
Nach. The truth is, mother, I know myſelf grown 
by it theſe ſix months bypaſt extremely. [Exit Old 
Lady.] My petticoat will hardly meet by a quarter: 
uſed me to it, | fear I ſhould. hardly live 
without it. A | hs 
Word. How gravely look'd I, my dear, all the 
while ? | 


Rach. You outdid. me not there, more than at the 
three things conſiderable.— I was at your chamber 


this morning, but. you. was gone out. [They kin 

Word. I was with Mr Solomon, and told him the 
caſe. He bids us be of good cheer, and fear nothing, 
ſeeing he is ſure the Old Lady will conſent to the 
mateh, and give it out we were married fix months a- 
go, rather than open the mouths of the wicked, de- 


bauch'd malignants, by the ſcandal of your being with. 


child. 


Rach. And 1 hope the General Aſſembly will give 


you a call? 


Word. Never doubt that, I can get a dozen when 1 


pleaſe. W hat time ſhall we meet to- night? 


Rach. V1 come to your chamber *twixt twelve and 


one. — My two wanton couſins, Violetta and Laura, 
begin, I fear, to ſuſpect my being with child. They 
wou'd be glad of this to twit me with; for many a 
fair lecture I have read them againſt the ſcandalous 
cuſtom of ſpeaking with men, and looking over the 
windows at them. | 

Word. They ſhall know nothing of it. We muſt 
now part, for I muſt go hear what the Committee 
does to-day-——— So expects you according to your 
promiſe. [Fhey kiſs. 

Rach. You never knew me fail you; you know I 
ever hated lying ; it is a moſt abominable ſin. 

Word. Indeed it is a damnable fin. 

Rach, But, mum There comes my two couſins. 

Enter Violetta and Laura. 

Vio. Methinks, Mr Wordie, you keep my couſin 

under too ſtrid diſcipline ; ſhe has quite loſt her com- 
plexion 


* 
uns. 


couſin 
com- 
lexion 
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plexion of late, and ſeems to be fo taken with your 
exerclſe, that ſhe cannot fleep in the night. 

Word, Verily, madam, your couſin, Mrs Rachel, 
may be a pattern; for I am always exhorting her to 
watch and pray, and it ſeems ſhe's very obſeryant 
But, een God be with you. [Exit Wordie. 

"Lau. Well, couſin, my ſiſter and I come to fee if 
you will go hear Mr Solomon preach to-day. 

Rach. It were a fin*to ſlight the golden opportuni- 
ty of hearing ſo precious a man, I'll go make myſelf 
ready. | [Exit Rachel, 

Lau, Well, this congreſs is broke up. Faith me- 


thinks my couſin Rachel not nice on't, when ſhe trucks 


up with this Jure divino : He promiſeth not much, 
I'm ſure. WY | 

Vio. But he performs better, elſe Rachel would 
have nothing to do with him. But, ſiſter, what think 


vou of our converſation of life at our godly aunt's 


houſe? We ſee no body but eld fanatick Ladies and 
Whig miniſters; we hear nothing but Tong prayers 
and ſenſeleſs tedious lectures and ſermons, ſave ſome- 
times, for our diverſion, we read The call to the nncon- 
verted, tormenting Tophet, and ſuch profound pieces, 
that, i'faith, I underſtand no more than our old aunt 
bears them, when they are read no louder than the 
bellman cries. 

Lau. Methinks the Lady's Calling would ſuit us bet- 
ter. But, i'faith, ſiiter, if the Whigs be the ſaints, 
I'll take their communioa out of my creed, for I'll be- 
lieve nothing I hate. 

Vi. Vl be rid of this impertinent, religious, non- 
ſenſical clatter by the firſt conveniency, I aſſure you. 

Lan. —Anl, if I do not the ſame, may I be made a 
Nun; a thing as croſs to my inclinations, as unbefit- 
ting my complexion, ——But I hear the bell. Come, 
let us go. , [Excunt, 


'CCT 


2 The' Aſſembly ; WT”, 
err 
A Church. The committee dibating. 


Moderator, Mr Salathiel, Mr Turbulent, Mr Solomen, 
Mr Covenant Plain+Dealer, Lord Whigridden, Ru- 
- ting Elder, Lord Huffy with a whip in his hand. 
Mod. T See many maligant (pies here to-day; they 
| 41 are come for ill and not for good. I have 
ſeen the day when no maligant eye got leave to look, 
on the work of the Lord. The greateſt nobles in the 
nation thought it their greateſt honour to ſtand at the 
door of the houſe of God, with drawn fwords, to keep 
out the malignants, whom they knew by the firſt gliſk 
of their faces. | 
Tirb, —Tis better to be a door-keeper in. the 
houle of God, than dwell in the tents of wicked men. 
I think tis both their honour and duty, and we ſhould 
command the nobles of our time, in the name of Chriſt 
our inaſter, to do the like. 
[Starts wp Lord Huffy, and clac ti his whip. 
L. Huff. Moderator, ſince I am not thought worthy 
to be a member of this learned and godly Aſſembly, 1 
here offer myſelf, with my whip, to be one of your noble 
ards at the door, and beg you to believe, that there 
4 no title with Which I am dignified, I would be prou- 
der of, than that of being one df the ſcourges of the 
Lord. — | _  [Clacks his whip again. 
Med. My Lord, we cannot but coinmend your zeal; 
for I am ſure there is none amongſt all our nobles fitter 
toſcourge the malignants out of the houle of God. But 
to our work, brethren. Theie's two ſorts of people 
who have taken their hands from the work of the 
Lord: The firſt is the Tories, who ne, er put their 
hands to it: The ſecond is the Court party; fo we, 
poor men, maun e'en put our ſhoulders to't, and take 
a good lift of the caule of Chriſt; for I alſure you it 
will never break one of your backs, 4 
: 283 80s 
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 Ovy. "Tis your own cauſe, and your own intereſt ; 
ay, forſooth is it. 

Mod. Brethren, F would fain ken what ye would do. 

Turb. Why, Moderator, I think it fit we have 4 
thankſgiving for the defeat of the Duke of Savoy. 
© Sal. Rather a faſt; for he was one of the confe- 
derates fide. | 

Mod. I think rather brother Turbulent has the right 
end of the ſtring; for he was but a burden to the con- 
federates, and God's judgments came upon him for 
perſecuting the poor roteſtants. ; 

Cov. Indeed, Moderator, he's as good a Proteſtant 
as King William. 

Mod. Outs, brother Covenant, hold your tongue of 
that; we will not be too ſevere ; we will not rip up 
old ſores. 5 

Mod Brethren, [All the commitee ſpeak tegether, 
fome for à fall, and ſome for a thankſpiving] Let us 
pray to drown the noile, and quiet our ſpirits. 
Cov. What needs all this fool praying? | 

Mod. prays. Our minds are difordered, we do not 
ken what we are doing or ſaying ; Lord give us grace, 
or thou ſhalt not get glory, and fee wha will win at 
that. Now ſince, by his providence, the din's dane, 
I would propoſe a dilemma, I mean an alternative, whe= 
ther ye will plant the church of Scotland or the church 
of England firſt. mY 
" Turbs Truly, Moderator, F think charity ſhould bes 
gin at home, | 3 N 
Sal Ofa truth, Moderator, I think you ſhould firſt 
plant the church of England, for there's no minifters 
there; and we have a call to preach the goſpel through 
the whole world. That place is alF overgrown with 
briers and thorns, and'they*H1 ſoon o'ergang Scotland 
too, except we fend able men to tread them aut. 
You know'I wrote a'book proving that Kingdom guilt 
of (candal, error, ignorance, fuperſtition and will- 
worſhip. —chdes, many of them have a ſpiritual 
blindnefs, and a paſtoral relation to ſome of us, | 
+ Mod. Will the folks of England call you, Mr Sala- 
thiel, or will you go back. "8 | 
Sai. —1 — duty, moderator. 


Med. 


; 
Ll 
Jt; 
' 
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Med. I think they will neither call you, nor will 
you be the fool to go back again. 

Cov, What needs all this pother about Mr Sala- 
thiel's going back ? They have .got a good enough 
lend of him already ; I know likeways he dares not 
go back ; for there's an order from a juſtice of peace 
to apprehend him if they can catch him. 

So/. Tho' I am not a member of this meeting of 
Chriſt's kirk [From a corner. ] yet I am a privy 
member: I am concerned for the kirk of Scotland, 
that pure virgin, which is altogether lovely, who hath 
doves eyes within her lacks; her lips are like threads of 
ſcarlet ; her ſpeech is comely ; her pouting breaſts are 
like two. young roes that are twins, and feed among 
the lilies ; her navel is like a round goblet, and 
wanteth not liquor; her belly is a heap of wheat ſet 
about with lilies : She hath been deflower'd theſe 
twenty-eight years by the curates: I intreat you, 
then, brethren, for the mercies of Chriſt, get able 
men, with ſoul-refreſhing and in-bearing gifts, to do 
duty to her, and to dreſs her ſeaſonably and abund- 
antly. Ay, ay, forſooth 

Turb. Moderator 

Sal. Moderator — 

So. Fornic ation 

Cov, Fornication with the virgin; that's as ill as 
the curates hobbling on the whore of Babylon, and 
begetting fourteen blackbirds, to wit, the Prelates— 
No more about that. 

R. Eld. Cleenſe out the. keerates, that the paſpel 
may be preached; let that be the firſt deene; that's 
the wark of the Lord. 


[One knocks at the door, officer opens. 


, Enter a:Webſter, 
Web. My Lord Moderator. 


Mod. Awa with theſe proud prelatick titles ! 


call me, brother Moderator, in the Lord Jeſus, 


Web. Well then, my Lord, brother Moderator in 
the Lord Jeſus, I have brought a covenant, from our 
own folks in St. Andrews, to make the worthy Earl a 
ruling elder. | WKY 

Mod. Brother, you ſhould call that paper a . 
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Ne. Covenant or commiſſion, all's one, but I 
think the word covenant ſounds beſt; e'en call it 
what you pleaſe, for you're book-lear'd. | 

Mod. My Lord, by his providence we have got a 
commiſſion from the zealous webſters, ſutors, and gcd- 
ly women in St. Andrews, for your Lordſhip to re- 
preſent them in this judicatory ; tis gravaminous for 
us to have wanted you ſo long; e'en give's your opini- 
on about what we are ſpeaking. 

L. Whig. I have done as good ſervice to this ho- 


nourable judicatory as any man living, by ruining: and 


rabbling the curates. I have managed the whole ci- 
vil intereſt with much wiſdom; yet, as Nehemiah faith, 
It requireth more to be an office-bearer in the houſe of 
God; therefore I deſire you wou'd pray for me fir 
months without ceaſing, that I may be fit for this 
great work. 

Mod. Tis not diſhonourable ; e'en ſeek God's bleſ- 
fing; he never gave a burden, bur he fitted the back 
for bearing of it. 

L. Whig. Tho' I be conſcious to myſelf of my own 
imbecillity, yet I ſhall offer three things about planta- 
tions, the thing ye were ſpeaking of. 1/7. Tis the only 
time now to delve, in order to plant. 24/y. *Tis the 
fitteſt month now to plant. 2dly. Tis the fitteſt 
time of the foreſaid month to plant. 

Mod. My Lord, we know not what you wou'd be 
at; we were ſpeaking about plantations of kirks, and 
you ſpeak about planting of trees and hedges. ; 

L. Whiz. The matter is the ſame, for tis the fitteſt 
time to delve out the curates by the ſpade of the ſpirit. 

Mod. Let us adjourn now till afternoon, and ſpeak 
about theſe things then, at more length, at that time 
when we meet again. | [Scene cloſeth 
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ACT n. SCENE 1. 
A Chamber, 

Lord Huffy in his Night-gown. 


Exmter Boy. 


Boy. JNEVIL take me, my Lord—if there be not a 

| whole battalia of boatmen, hirers and 
fdlers, who have beſieged the houſe ; I hardly eſcaped 
with my life to tell you. 

L. Huff. You dog! whore's ſon ! muſt T be peſter · 
ed with you too, you raſcal ? 

Boy. Good faith, my Lord, it is not beſt 
Lordſhip make a civil war within, when the enemy 
threatens us without; they'll be hard enough for up 
both, and, beſides, we are far from the guard. 

I. Huff. You villain, go, get me a wh 
Boy brings a whip, Huffy throws # at the Buy. J You 
damn'd rafcal, did I not break that whip on the Lady 
tother day * me the great whip. [My Lord 
appears armid with his whip, boatmen, hirers, and fidlefs 
thronging on him.] What wou'd you fay, you villains? 
men. We'wou'd have our money. 

i Beatman. I have ſailed this boat theſe fifteen 
years, and the de' il take me, my Lord, if ere I was fo 
guided by ony man, either gentle or ſemple. How 
ſhall poor men live, when you, and tke like of you, 
will not give us our nen, but abuſes us like dogs 
this geat 

L. Ha. This to me, you villain! 

[Opers to beat him. 

2 Boat. God damn me, my Lord, if we'll be fo 
uſed ; aff hands is fair play, as John Moncur ſaid to 
the de'il : By my faul, my Lord, an your head were 
as white as Willie Milne's beard, I'll ha'e my fraught, 
that I will. 

3 Boat. God nar my boat were i' the bottom of 
che ſea if I be not paid—— What needs all this? 

I 


AT mtr 
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I ſerved the Duke of Rothes, (his ſaul praiſe God), the 
Earl Marſhall, and my Lord Dundee ; God nor the 
de'il blaw me i' the air, if ere ane of them offered the 
like to me fince e'er I croſs'd Bruntiſland water, or 
God nor it be my hindmoſt 

L. Huff. Get ye gone, you dogs, or elſe I'll flaſh you. 

4 Boat. What needs all this? Where was a* this 
flaſhing at Gillicrankie ? | | 

L. Huff. Call the gnard. 

1 Hir. De'il a guard nor guard till we be paid. 
Tis muckle to your Lordſhip's credit to abuſe a poor 
lad this way + [Shews his head.] If you will not pay 
my horſe, at leaſt pay the plaiſter for my head. 

L. Huff. You damn'd raſcal, you ſhall get the 
ſtocks for offering ſuch a horle to a nobleman. 

2 Hir. Raſcal here, raſcal there, I'll have my 
money. *Tis a ſhame to abuſe ony poor thing's horſe, 
that has no other way to win their living by. | 

3 Hir. Make a diſh of kail of my powny, if you 
pleaſe; he's lying at the dyke-ſide; *twixt me and 
God I paid fifty pound of good filler for him, not 
eight days ago Noblemen ! The de'il made ſutors 
ſeamen. We have got ſo many Earls and Lords now, 
i' the de'il's name, God nor belzebub had a back- 
burden of them. 

L. Huff. Villains! Raſcals !--—O Sod to be 
fo abus'd! Fly for half a dozen of men There's 
no help —— What would you fay, Sir? 

Fid. God bleſs your Lordſhip, I believe it was not 
willingly your Lordſhip did it [Shews his noſe.} 
But look on our inſtruments ; there's a violin 
broke juſt at the neck all the town will not mend, 
or put her right again; there's the back of an old 
baſe viol, as good as ever man laid bow on Look 
you, my Lord. 

L. Huff. Why the de'il wou'd you not play the 
tune I deſir'd! 

Fid. Indeed, my Lord, we knew it not. 

L. Huff. Muſt I give money, you caterwawling 
obſtreperous villains, baboons, to people that cannot 
play ? Go, all of ye. be % 

A. We'll know for what we came firſt. 


B3 L. Hup. 
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L. Hf. Take you here your Freight, you de 
Boet. Ay, but what for cuttiog the cable, and Gor 
breaking the great pump? | 
L. Hoff. Take you thete What muſt you have, 
you rogues ? | 
Mir. You know, my Lord, there is ſo much for the 
L. Huff. What. you dog, your horſe! 
Hir. God damn him, beis me, that looks after him a- 
ghin; that's a good ane indeed Beſides the breaking of 


the great manger and my on head; a baitic would have 


allowed me four pound of aſſythment, beſides the fine. 

L. Huff. Come to me afterwards, Sir, and ye ſhalt 
get a bill on the miniſter of Wemyk's ſtipend. 

Fid. My Lord, mind us now; you my noſe 
here — and my Sunday's cravat, worth twenty 
pence, ſpoiled with the claret in the glaſs ye threw at 
me; you. ſee our fidies are uſeleſs; the poor blind 
harper, your Lordſhip had a fling at him too. 

L. Huff. Damn your heads and your inſtruments, 
they re ſo confoundedly tender take you there. 

Exeunt boatmen, hirers and fidler. 
Fid God bleſs your Lordſhip, and all your noble family. 

L. Huff. Boy, henceforth, you dog, I ordain you to 
learn to cure wounds, and carry a box of plaiſters a- 
long with you, and not put me to all this needleſs ex- 


1 twenty elas of whip-cord, firrah; 1 
ve not a whole one in my cuſtody. 
- Boy. indeed tis no wonder, your Lordſhip uſes 


them ſo unmercifully. [Exeunte 
ern enn u. 


A church. 


Mr Solomon ab/olving 4 fornicatrix : The (looking on) 
Congregation : Will and Frank. ſitting by Violetta 
and Laura; Old Lady and Mrs Rachel near by. 


Mr Sol. The wickedneſs of man's heart! For 
once or twice to be ſurpriſed with temp- 
tation 


Re- 


for 


— 
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tation is no wonder; but for one of the people of God 
to open the mouths of the wicked, and to wallow like . 
a filthy ſwine ſo long in the filthy fin of fornication, 


Oh ! it ſhould be for a lamentation——Sny, what was 
it tempted thee, woman, to ly ſo long in the foul fact? 
Forn. Ah, Sir! when once this filthy abominable 


fleſh of mine had rebell'd againſt the fpirit, and the 
devil had gotten peſſeſſion of it, what car'd I for it? 1 
let him do with it what he pleaſed : it was not worth 
the keeping wy longer: But I preferved my heart 
clean to my Maker. | | 
Will. Fair creature, wou'd 1 had poſſeMion of thy 
Body! | [Tov Vivietta, 
Vio. If you had, Sir, I ſhould wiſh you dealt more 
like a gentleman, than it ſeems the devil hath done 
with this poor girl; after you had uſed it a white, 
to give it up again. a 
HI. Why not, if you were fo impertment as to 
demand it ?—— Miſtreſs. -— Well, this is a happy 
rencounter ; this is a handſom creature, Vfaith 
[Miſtreſs Rachel /ooks and frowns; and fhe wur uns 
Will. 5y pinthing, te firbexy.] And I find Iam ke 
the devil, indeed ; I have a vaſt appetite for holy 
deſn. But 1 fee I have that monſter to conquer ere 
I catch my golden flecee_—Well, I think 1 have 
fallen on a ſtratagem in love was never practiſed be- 
tore. [Will. takes the Bible and throws up 4 paſſage 
to Violetta, who reads. 
Vio. Behold, thou art fair, my love!“ 
Fra. I'm as well ſtated here as yourſelf; T intrext 
thee ſhew me a place to throw up to tiñs lady; I vow 
ſhe's young and pretty. | ; 
Will. Hiſt, fool, thou canſt not act this [Violetta 
mts u place to Will. he read. ]“ O that thou 
© wert as my brother, who ſucked the breaſts of thy 
« mother! when 1 ſhould find thee without, I ſhould 
« lead thee and bring thee into my mother's houſe.“ 
Old La. Well, I with all the Nebuchadnezzars and 
Belſhazzars of the age were like this young gentleman. 
[The congregation diſmiſſeth ; Will offers to rome) 
the Oid Lady home ; they ſtand and difconrſe; 
Frank-goes away in int cru]. a 
I 46. 
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Vio. But what may be the ſenſe of the eight chap- 
ter of the Song of Solomon. ? 

Will. The beſt commentators ſay that Solomon al- 
ludes to the metaphor of a man and his miſtreſs ; 
and none being permitted among the Jews to converſe 
(by ſtrict mothers) with their daughters, ſave bro- 
thers, and ſuch near relations, the bride wiſheth her 
gallant were as her brother, that ſhe mig) t converſe 
tamiliarly with him ; but ſince that could not be, ſhe 
was forced to go out and ſeek him in the nelds, and 
the town-gaurd met her, and malireated her. a 

Old La. That ſenſe js very ingenuous, and there 
may be ſeveral uſes of inſtrufion and conlolation 
drawn from it. 

Will. es Come, my beloved, let us walk in the fields, 
let us lodge in the villages.” The ſame metaphor ſtill. 
The kirk not having the liberty of bringing her ſer- 
vant to her mother's houſe, reſolved to meet him in 
the villages, ſuch as the Conongate, in reſpe& of Edin- 


burgh ; and the vineyard, fuch as my Lady Murray's \ 


yards, to uſe a homely compariſon 
Cd La. A wondrous young man this! 
| [Aide to Rachel. 
Rach, He is ſo indeed. But, I ſay, yeu'll do 
well to take your niece out ot his way. Well, if 
this be not a plot, then 7 
Old La, Then hold your peace, you; I could hear 
that genileman diſpone ſcripture all the day long; he 
illuſtrates every thing ſo well by homely and familiar 


compariſons, and applies it to our preſent condition ſo 


naturally, that 
Rach. 
more but that. 
 Cld La. No reft, Miſtreſs, for your impious inter- 
ruptions ! thou art yet in the gall of bitterneſs, for I 
fee thcu haſt an averſion to editying diſcourſes 
ſay on, Sir. 4 
Will. The eighth chapter, towards the cloſe : 
% Thou that dwelleſt in the gardens, cauſe me to 
& hear thy voice.” | 
Vio. That's ſtill alluding to the metaphor of a gal- 
lant, who by ſome ſigus warns his miſtreſs to make 
: ' haſtes 


That he will debauch your niece; no 
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haſte. A whiſtle, orſo. The ſame with early iv the 
former chapter ; that is to ſay, to-morrow by ſi 
o'clock—— Make 'hafte to accompliſh our loves. 

©1/d La. Thou art a hopeful . I hope God has 
bleſt pains on thee. : | 

710. ——“ But I have a little fiſter, which hath 
« no breaſt | 

— Moſt interpreters underſtand the gentiles by 
that. a 

Vio. Juſt like this ſiſter of mine here, whom you 
know, aunt, we had great difficulty to bring to the 
right way? This is the ſame metaphor carried on a 
little further. A woman, after ſhe has beſtow'd her- 
ſelf, wou'd give her gallant command uo provide for 
her ſiſter. 

Will. Why, truly, this is the praQtical meaning of 
the words: Methinks it were but reaſonable ſhe ſhould 
be concerned that the poor gentle ſiſter ſhould be pre» 
vided. 

þ Enter Lady's maid. | | 

Maid. Mr Solomon aud Mr Covenant are waiting on 
your ladyſhip. | 

Mil. I moſt be gone then [#ſide.}J——TYour ſer- 
vant, madam. | 

0 La. 1 muſt wait upon the miniſters Hour 
ſervant Sir. [Exit Old Lady, Rachel and Laura. 

Will. to Vio. Madam, I hope you wilt be ſo much 
a chriſtian, as to obey the word of propheey to- 
morrow at fix ; gad *twere a pity an intrigue begun in 
doctrine ſhould not be brought to uſe. | 

Vio Good Sir, my divinity is meer ſpeeula tion: 1 
believe you think I had an ill meaning ? 

Will No, faith; but 'tis fit you converſe with prac- 
tical pieces ſometimes; beſides, the decorum requires 
you ſhould practiſe what you preach ; and for your little 
liſter, my comerade, who ſat next me in the church, 
bas as good breaſts and bagk both, for her, as any in 
town, and will be glad to lead the ſtraying filter in 
the right way, | ; | 

Vio. Well, Sir, I'll try to obey for once [Se 
going and ſmiling on him.] The will of the Lord be 


done. 2 
Will. 


1 
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Will. And, if 1 fail thee, may I turn eunuch. 
This is the prettieſt way of courting a Preſbyterian 
lady's ſiſter, or neice, (gad I know not what ſhe is yet), 
that I ever heard of: Let me be hang'd but I ſhall 
love the Bible the better for it as long as I live: But 
I'll follow her at a diſtance, that I may find her . 
gings; then I'll ſoon know what ſhe is a 

[Exit after hey. 


ACT II. SCENE III. 


A Church. The Committee. 


; Lord Whigridden, Moderator, Mr Covenant, Mr Se: 
| lathiel, Mr Solomon, Ruling E lder, Clerk. 


Med. DD Rethren, it has pleaſed God, of his good 
pleaſure, to allow us another opportunity 

to ſhew our zeal in his work. Well, call in the cu- 
rate with his petition, and diſpatch him ; but let us 
firſt reſolve what anſwer to give. 

Sol. Reſolve, Moderator, to grant them nothing at 
all ; for give them an inch, and they'll take a ſpan. 

R. Eld. 1 jeedge it guid, and for ſekeerity of the 
Proteſtant religion, that nae keerate get leave to ſet 
his fitt within this bigging. 

Mod. Mr Salathiel, what ſay you? 
Sal. Bona certe. Moderator, it you have a mind 
to hear what he has to ſay, tis beſt to call him in ; 
but, if otherways, I think it is een beſt he be not 
called in, 

Turb. I fay, Moderator, if he beis admitted within 


theſe walls, let him not come near any of us: Touch 


« not the unholy thing, faith the Lord!” Let us 
not ſalute him, or give him any teſtimony of reſpect 


or favour. 


K. Eld.——Or jeeſtice, Moderator, for it would 
offend guid. 


Mod. Well, ſhall we call him, that he may come in? 
K. Eld. Yes, but lee the doors be nae apened to 


kim, 
Med. 


Scotch Reformation. 


Mod. Officer, call in Mr Shittle. 
Enter Mr Shittle. 

Shitt, Moderator, I bring you a petition and d. 
dreſs from my brethren of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, 
deſiring it may be inſtantly read and anſwered ; upon 
= [ take inſtruments. [Throws money to the clerk, 

fakes out his ſpectacles, looks on the money and 
puts it up. 

Mod. We ſhall juſt now call you again, Sir, and 
give you your anſwer. [Exit Shittle ] Now, bre- 
thren, what ſhall be done? New, my Lord, your 
advice at this juncture - 

L. Whig. If I mould add to what has been ſaid at 
this time, upon this ſubject, it would be like the raſh 
touch of a pencil upon a compleat picture by an un- 
ſciltul hand. Curates not being the miniſters of 
Chriſt, 'tis fit there be a ſub-committee appointed to 
draw up articles againſt that petition. 

Turk. My Lord, there has teen nothing at all ſaid 
upon the ſubject before, at this time, and I hope you 
will not anſwer it before it be read, Will you? 

All the Committee cry. A vote! a vote! Moderator, 


CO flicer calls. 


whether it ſhould be anſwered ere it be read, or read 


ere it be anſwered, 
Mod. That our ſpirits may be compoſed, let us 
ray Hem hem O Lord, who art the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our diſorder; who directs us in all 
our confuſions to do thy holy will, ſettle our ſpirits, 
and e'en give us thy beſt advice fer thy own work, 
or it will go the war on. 

' Cov. Moderator, een read a line o't quietly, to 
be what they would have. 

Clerk reads. To the miniſters, and others, who 
have power by law to conſtitute church-judicatures, 
the humble petition of the miniſters of the Epilcopal 
perſuaſion. 

Mod. Stop there, Clerk; we'll read no more. 

Turb. We will not hear it, Moderator : They call 
us not miniſters of Chriſt. 

Cov. I believe they think us miniſters of iniquity. 

Sal. And beſides, they 1. Power conſtituted by 

aw: 


of 
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hw: I hape there is none here that thinks he's con- 
ſtituted by law. | 

- Turb. Can the law conſtitute judges of Chriſt's 
kirk? No; and they call themſelves miniſters too, 
and of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion ; we*l give no favour 
to any fuch people; we'll root out the Canaanites, 
and leave not one of them in the land. 

R. Eld. Indeed we ſuid make an act of tranſporta- 
bility, ordaining the civil magiſtrate to baniſh them 
out of the kingdom, and beyond the line. 

Mod, Call in the curate. [Heer calls} — 

Keenter Mr Shitle. 9 
We will have nothing to do with your petition, Sir, 
take it to you again; we'll give our reafons for our 
refuſal :fterwards. | | 

Mr Shift. Moderator, we are clear in our con- 
ſciences to join with you in purging the kirk of all 
ſcandalous, heretical and negligent miniſters ef all 
forts, and chiefly of all ſuch of our perſuaſion as refuſe 
to own your authority; for we acknowledge your 


power de facto over us, and all power is of God, that's\ 


certain; for it is one of the new thirty-nine ar- 
ticles: But confider it is not lonp ſince we were in 
the poſſeſſion of the power : God pulls down one and 
fets up another. The inclinations of the people are 
very changeable, and let that be a memento mori to 
you, Moderator: Beſides, we propole very reaſonable 
terms of communion : We are ready to ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſton of Faith, be in't what will: We are con- 
vinced in our coniciences, as much as any man here, 
that no faith is to be kept to a popiſh king, and we 
both preach and pray heaitily againſt the late King 
James, and the King of France too, and all their ac- 
coinplices: We are as much againſt the dangerous 
principles of paſhve obedience and non-retiſtance, as ei- 
ther yourſelves or the new church of England; and 
we are clear for judging and depoſing kings when ever 
they diſpleaſe us. In ſhort, Moderator, you ſhall find 
our conſciences as tractable in alt things as your on, 
except one ſcruple, which we deſire ſome time to be 
reſolved in. | 
Mod. What's that, Sir ? 


Mr 


erous 
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M,. Shit. Tis this: You know, Moderator, that 
you have all poſſible aſſurances and promiſes, from you 
know whom, that your kirk ſhall be triumphant, and 
the new church of England thinks ſhe has as faithful 
promiſes, and as good grounds to hope ſhe ſhall pre- 
vail ; now, we are not yet clear in our conſciences 
which of theſe promiſes ſhall be kept ; therefore, Mo- 
derator, all that we deſire is, that you'll let us fit at 
our own ſire-ſides, and preach for our ſtipends, till 
this weighty caſe of conſcience be reſolved and de- 
terinined, and then we'll know what to do. 

Mod. Well, Sir, in a word, for all your long 
ſpeech, we'll have nothing to do with you. 

[ Exit Shittle ſhaking his head. 

Turb. Better the houle of God ly in rubbiſh than 
be built by Samaritans. 

Mod. Now, brethren, it may be the cauſe of la» 
mentation for us, this day, to ſee that the ſtateſinen 
do not go on hand in hand with us in the work of the 
Lord. 

Cov. It ſets them well, indeed, to be as far fore- 
ward in the cauſe of God as his own ſervants: Na, 
Moderator, if they keep fight of us, and be ready at 
our call, we ſhall ſeek nae mair of them. 

Sal. Alas! Moderator, they are fo far from that, 
they now feem to have turn'd their backs on us. 
What! have they not, by act of parliament, taken 
the very thunder-bolt of excommunication from us ? 
Have they not taken away all the civil and temporal 
effects of it ? 

K. Eld. Fat ha' they deen? If that be true, we 
are but a beik of bees without ſtangs. 

Cov. Indeed, brother, you ſay very right: What 
will malignants care for curſes, if we can do nae 
mair? You ken they're better at that than we are. 
Nay, herry them, and ſhame them, was the auld 
gate oꝰt. 

Sal. But, Moderator, what was my Lord Whig» 
ridden, and the reſt of our elders who are members 
of parliament, doing when that act pals'd ? 

Mod. In truth, they cannot be blam'd in it, be- 
eauſe it would have n in 8 

ve 
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have watch'd and guarded that the kirk ſuſtained nae 
2 you know that was a reaſon given for pre- 

ates their being in all courts: Moreover, they knew, 
that if any ſuch act were made, it was an impious law, 
and of itſelf null, and of nae force. But, my Lord, 
what ſay you for yourſelf? 

L. Whig. We have now reaſon to lament with Je- 
remiah, and with David to fing, © Except the Lord 
« do build the houſe, Cc.“ The kirk of Scotland 
in (my Lord) my father's time, was fo fortified with 
cannons, pikes and guns, that there was no ſurpriſing 
of her ; but now ſhe's like a garden without either 
dyke or fence: We are left to ourſelves every way, 
and ye know that's a hard caſe : For who could have 
thought, that, in ſo good an act as that reſcinding 
ſeveral wicked acts of parliament, as that for keeping 
the 29th of May, c. they ſhould have foiſted in theſe 
wicked acts anent excommunication ? For, to tell the 
truth, I never conſidered more of an act than the 
title, and that I thought ſounded well enough: But 
T have ſince been conſulting with Sir William Little- 
law, a lawyer, a friend of ours, who tells me, that 
the claim of right will ſecure us well enough as to 
that. 

R. Eid. If we be nae otherways ſekeered, bot be 
the claim of right, we've a cald coal to blaw at: I 
wad anes ſee to ſekeere the quintra frae free quarters, 
and a' the reſt of the abeeſes mentioned in't, and then 
we may expect ſume guid o't; but guid ſeeth, Mode- 
Tator, Sir William Littlelaw had nae a's wits about 
Him fan that claim was drawn, and ſae's ſeen o't the 
day; for they ſay he takes fits. 

Sol. What fits? Fits of the mother, mean you? 
[ From a corner. ] I have an infallible cure for that. 
R Eid. Na; fits of madneſs. 

Cov. That's a healſome diſeaſe to be troubled in 
ſpirit ; I wiſh there were mony mae ſick of that diſ- 
eaſe. 

Sal. If that be all, tis no great matter: Semel in- 
ſauivimus omnes. 

Turb. What needs all this din about an act of par- 
liament? Cannot we make an act and declaration re- 

iciuding 


nae 
Pres 
ew, 
aw, 
ord, 


Je- 
,ord 
land 
with 
iſing 
ther 
vay, 
have 
ding 
ping 
thete 
| the 
the 
But 
ttle- 
that 
is to 


xt be 
at: 1 
rters, 
then 
lode- 
about 
t the 


you ? 
at. © 


ed in 
t diſ- 


ein- 


f par- 
on re- 


uding 


Scotch Reformation. 27 


frinding and annulling that act of parliament, and 
there's an end o't? Tis not the firſt time we have 
done it. 

All. Well thought on! moſt reaſonable! 

| [The committee applauds. 

Mod. It is beſt we adjourn now, till to morrow 
morning, at which time let us meet by fix o'clock ; 
Time's precious. 


[Scene cloſeth, 


SySSSSSSSSISHISISSSSSHEESSISS $444 S444 Þ 
ACT III. SCENE I. 


Lady Murray*s yards. 


Will and Violetta meet in a walk. 


Will I See, tho“ thou wert not the challenger, yet 
thou art firſt in the field. 

Vio. You ſee I am a woman of honour [He 

offers to embrace and kiſs her.) Off hands, knight, 

tis too ſoon to grapple yet: Since I was not the chal- 

lenger, I have the choice of the weapons. 

Will. 1 beg your pardon, Madam; murderers are 
not to be treated according to the law of arms; you 
wounded me ere I did draw, and in church too. 
I'm reſolved to repay you, ere we part. 

Vio. Peace, Sir, I'll warrant you think me one of 
your conventicling, ſighing ſiſters, whom, if you catch 
by their Bibles, you're as ſure of em as other maids 
when you catch them by their ſmocks, 

Will, What more wou'd you have? Our love was 


begun in the church before the prieſt. 


Vio. Ay, but we mult be there once again, ere it be 
ended. | 
Will. So much beauty, wit and innocence! I can 
bear it no longer [Aſide.] Ay, but this proud 
heart of mine. Damn whining, ſighing, humble 
love. Come, bear it out ſtoutly once more. 
; C2 


Vio. 
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Vio. Well, this is a Faux- pas, I find: Truſting my 


perſon to a ſtranger, no wonder he thinks me a good 


one. Since I have raſhly engaged my forces, the 
next thing to be thought on is a ſafe retreat; I muſt 
keep a good rearguard. [ Aſide.]J—You was better, 
Sir, at preaching the laſt day.—What! not one word! 
it ſeems you want a text! 

Will. Faith, Madam, I have a text I could handle 
cloſely here. Lern to kiſs her. 

Vis. Bear off, good Sir, *tis ſuperſtitious to kiſs the 
Bible ; forbear a little, you'll find this text ſomewhat 
hard for you: And you muſt pray ere you meddie with 
it, I aſſure you. 

Will. Hungry people, Madam, forget to fay grace; 
I ſhall not fail to ſay one after I have eat my bellyfull. 

Vio. But it ſeems you value the meat little, if you 
account it not worth that ceremony. 

Will. I will contradi&t you, Madam; and, to let 
you ſee that I am conſcientious, I'll confine myſelf to 
eat of this diſh ſo long as I live: Gad *tis too good a 
morſel for a {play mouth. | 

Vio. If you mind to make your daily bread of it, Sir, 
Fli be fo much your friend, that you ſhall never taſte 
it till I ſee grace fairly ſaid. 

Will. To be plain, Madam: Are ye not weary of 
your godly aunt, ws J have got account of your ge- 
nealogy already), her eternal whining and lecturing, 
and the religious, nonſenſical cant of the right reverend 
godly blockheads of the fanatic order! 

Vie. I was ne'er very fond. of em, Sir; and, in 
truth, methinks I have e'en fool'd away too much 
time that way already. 

Will. Wou'd you not be obliged to any that wou'd 
deliver you? I ſwear 'tis high time for you now to be 
looking after the buſineſs of your creation. 

Vio. I wou'd gladly know how that might be done; 


| T believe I ſhou'd not be wanting to do my part. 


Will. Wl marry you at the rights, if you can find 
in your heart to give yourſelf to an honeſt fellow of 
no great fortune. 

Vie. In truth, Sir, methinks it were fully as much 
for my future comfort, to beſtow myſelf, and any little 

* fortune 


g' 
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fortune I have, upon you, as on ſome reverend ſpark 
in a band and ſhort cloak, with the patrimony of a 
good pitt of prayer, (which perhaps he will keep in 
exerciſe for two hours on his bridal-night, when I 
ſhou'd wiſh he were looking after ſome other thing), 
and with as little ſenſe as his father (who was hang'd 
in the Graſs-Market for murdering the King's officers) 
had of honeity. 

Will. Then I muſt acknowledge, dear Madam, I am 
molt damnably in love with you, and muſt have you 
by foul or fair play, chuſe you whether. | 

Lio. I'Il give you fair play in an honeſt way. 

Will. Then, Madam, I can command a parſon when 
I pieaſe; and if you be half fo kind as I could wiſh, 
we'll take a hackney, and trot up to ſome honeſt cu- 
rate's houſe: Beſides, a Guinea, or fo, will be charity 
to him perhaps. 

Fio. Hold a little, I am hardly ready for that yet; 
I intend (tho' I parley) not to yield at the firſt trum- 
pet: And my little ſiſter is not yet provided for, ac- 
cording to the ſecond part of the lecture. 

Will. Gad, I had forgot that; I was fo tied to 
you, that I could not think on my friend Frank, who 
is moſt dangerouſly in love with her. 

Vio. If he behe not his name, Sir, that may be a 
match too; for ſhe has laboured long; enough in this 
purgatory, and wou'd be thanktul to her deliverer, I 
believe. But. by this time my aunt will be calling 
loudly upon. her chaplain, Mr Wordie, her apparent 


| ſon-in-law, for family-exerciſe; if I were abſent, the 


abſolute decree would paſs againſt me; I ſhou'd be 
thruſt out of the verge of grace. 

Will. Why call you him her apparent ſop-in-law ? 

Vio. Faith *tis apparent in her daughter's belly, 
But I muſt be gone. | 

Will. I hope one that's been. ſo chriſtianly bred up 
will not leave her firſt love fo ſoon; that's indeed tall- 
ing back, but in the wrong ſenſe: And beſides, when 
ſhall we meet again? The Canticles will furniſh us with 
no new occalion ; I ſaid all I know on them yeſterday. 

Vio. I'll put you to a taſk perhaps will fright you, 


but 'tis the only way to ſee me: Go, get me a double- 
C | necked 
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necked cloak, a high-crown'd hat, and all the other 
appurtenances of a Preſbyterian miniſter, not forget- 
ting the time, tone, ſmack, cringe, and decent ſigh: 
And in this diſguiſe you may venture up to my aunt's 
houſe; faith you need not doubt your welcome from 
her: I think it beſt you bring your friend, Frank, with 
you, leſt Laura's mouth water, and ſhe ſpoil the plot; 
I'll prepare your way, and tell my aunt I invited two 
god'y miniſters to dine with her, that are juſt now come 

om Holland: I'll ſay I ſaw you at my Lady Con- 
venticle's lodging this morning. 

Will. By the Lord I'll do it; I vow I cou'd tranſ- 
form myſelf to a ſtranger monſter for your dear ſake. 

Vio. But hardly to a greater beaſt, Sir ;—Lavra will 
be at Heriot's yards, after prayer, meditating ; but I 
ſhou'd not wiſh your friend Frank knew this; he wou'd 
perhaps diſturb her private thoughts, 

Will. 1 believe he may; for he uſeth to walk there 
to ſhun the impertinencies of ſtreet ·E fops, who perſecute 
a man as unreaſonably as ever a dragoon did a French 
Proteſtant. 


Vis. Or a Cameronian miniſter and his gown. — 
But I muſt go. So adieu. Do y ou know our lodg- 
ings ? [ Exit Violetta. 


Will. Faith, and that I do——Farewel, my dear; I 
am your devoted ſervant, I aſſure yau Now IV Il go 
to Frank, and ſend him to meet the little ſiſter, and, 
in the mean time, endeavour to lay by any ſenſe I have, 
that I may the better fir the character I am to put on. 
— hut here he comes — Good news for you, friend! 
»Twill do, man! The ladies are pliable, by the Lord. 

Enter Frank. 

Fra. I am truly reſtleſs till I ſpeak with this Laura. 

Will. She'll be juſt now in Heriot's yards after pray- 
ers ; ſhe walks there, boy. [They walk toward the 

ſtreet ; they meet people as they gu, and halt. 

Fra. Gad, I'll attend her M hat grave reverend 


people are theſe doſt thou not know ? 

Will. Gad, that's a parcel of Preſbyterian miniſters. 
Faith, Frank, theirs may be called the fooliſhneſs of 
13 in a literal ſenſe; both in their pray ers and 

rmons they're mighty pindaric ; tor this ſentence hath 
no 
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no more coherence with what's paſt, nor connexion 
with what's to follow, than the oe Maria has with 
the Lord's prayer: They hate confinement to ſenſe and 
reaſon, and freely give you ſuch notions as the Spirit 
of God dictates to them (as they uſe to preface it). 
This indeed is the only thing I know them keep their 
promiſe in. What grace they may have 1 cannot tell, 
but for gifts, methinks, they are not very throng about 
them; they have not, in my opinion, many talents to 
anſwer for: They ſhould (as truly they are not want- 


ing too) cry down carnal human learning, for they are 
as ſcarce of that as of honeſty. 


Fra. Gad, methinks, Chriſt's vineyard' is but ill te- 
nant-ſtead (as we uſe to ſay of our lands). 

Will. If I had ſuch a tenandry in my little intereſt, 
I vow to God I ſhould let it ly ley rather :. Beſides, if 
my tenants were as impertinently homely with me, as 
they are with their Maſter, I ſhould not endure it fo 
pleaſantly, or rather patiently But there's a con- 
vention of univerſity- men, who may truly be divided 
into two claſſes, Fools and Knaves; they are all of the 
latter fort, and the greateſt part of the former. The 
moſt part of them are fo ignorant, that it were hard 
to tell their primum cognitum. They are tor the old 
beterogeneal principles; for they ſpeak one thing, teach 
a ſecond, ſwear a third, profeſs and maintain a fourth, 
and, if it could be, wou'd believe a fifth. Says one 
fellow, Why! muſt I loſe my place for two lines of 
an oath ? Says another, I'II (wear, but I'll be the old 
man ſtill: A third, I have a family muſt be maintain- 
ed: Says a fourth, I'll keep my place merely to deſpite 
my colleague, who would have me outted: So down 
go the oaths, as faſt as tender chicks a Preſbyterian 
miniſter's throat after a long Sunday exerciſe. 
Fra. I thought theſe brethren of iniquity had agreed 
better, and that there was no jangling twist them. 

Vill. Gad, theſe ſparks can never agree while their 
intereſts are divided. If th: y can cheat one another of 
a ſcholar, that's their great plot: Wheu one has got 
behind his neighbour's back, he'll tell his conleience is 
as wide as hell; fo thus throwing dirt at his neighbour, 
he beſpatters himſelf. In ſhort, honeity and ingenuity 

are 
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are baniſhed far from them, diſſembling is their chiefeſt 
quality, 
[Fxeunt diſtonurſng. 
Enter Lord Huffy with a whip in his hand, and dogs fol- 
lowing, Lord Whigridden meeting hims. 

L. Huff. Holo, holo, holo! Good-morrow to your 
Lordſhip. 

L. Whig, Your Lordſhip's ſervant : Whither fo time- 
ly with all this beaſt-equipage ? Ha, ha, ha. 

L. Huff. A-hunting, my Lord ; a little diverſion af- 
ter the toil and fatigue of buſineſs. 


L. Whig. Upon my honour, my Lord, I'm mightily | 


burdened, truly born down with the affairs and migh- 
ty concerns of the nation. I'Il teli thee, man, I had 
not ſo much time as to kils my wife theſe twelve months 
for public buſineſs: My concern for the ſtate makes 
me neglect my duty to my family. —But I go a- -hunt- 
ing to day too, my Lord. 


L. Huff. Where are your dogs? We'll go together. 


L. Whig. There's a brace of good, well-pointed 
libels: [Pulling ſome papers ont of his pocket.) I hunt 
the curates, my Lord, the wolves out of Chriſt's vine- 
yard; I am an old tyke at them, i'faith Ha, ha, 
ha, ha. 

L. Huff, A good jeſt, i' faith; I think I can run down 
a curate too. But I hope ſhortly we ſhall have 
none of that kind of cattle to hunt ; then your Lord- 
ſhips dogs ly idle—Ha, ha, ha. 


L. Whig. If it be otherways, it ſhan't be my fault; 


* 
— * 


— [PI worry all I ſee; my dogs are ſure mouth'd— Ha, 


ha, ha. But I'm told king William will interdict 
the foreſt: He ſays he will protect the curates, they 
behaving themſelves as becomes. 
Enter behind them Viſioner and Novel. 1 

L. Huff. What if he do? My father, my brother, 
and I, will lay down our commiſſions: 1 ſhan't ſay 
much, — But, mum,—Let him fill them again. 

Viſ.—With ſuch men, in haſte, I'm ſure he ſhan't ! 

Nev, Suchs beaſt, you would ſay. 

Viſ. Beaſts or men, tis all one, but ſpeak diſcreet- 
ly.——Let me tell you I ſhou'd be ſorry King ns +" 

lo 


for 


the members, 
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oft ſuch ſervants: Faith they'll make our nation famous 
for 

Nov —For producing monſters, like the Indies. 

L. Huff. If | whip not the buyers and ſellers out of 
the temple, let my right hand forget her cunning. 

[Clacks his whip. 

L. Whig. I have a curate in chace to-day, my Lord: 
You muſt return before the council ſit down; I'll need 
aſhſtance; the fellow has complied, and may get 
friends: When his buſineſs is call'd, I'll make me as if 
I] had ne'er heard on't before; ſo out pull I my poc- 
ket-book, and finding him there ordine alphabetico, o- 
ho, then, ſay I! Is this curate ſuch a one, was drunk 
ſuch a day, beat his beadle at ſuch a time, play'd at 
cards in ſuch a company, ſwore ſuch an oath? A 
bloody-mouth'd rogue, caus'd impriſon one of the 
people of God, for no other fault, ſaving his being at 
Bothwell-bridge. Your Lordſhip muſt anſwer, the 
as ſame ; you muſt avouch the whole ſtory, 
/ L. Huff. Yes, faith, fo I ſhall ; Fl aſſure the Lords 
I heard it this morning, for a certain truth, from your 
Lordſhip's own mouth. 

L. Wig. Well, your Lordſhip's ſervant; I muſt go 
to the commitee: if you be near the mint-houſe, ac- 
quaint my Lord Acreleſs with the plot; you know 


he's a confederate.—Ha, ha, ha. [Exit laughing. 
L. Huff. Imall. Your ſervant, my Lord. —Holo, 
bolo, holo. [Exit with his train. 


ACT HL SCENE E. 


The Old Lady's Lodging. 


Od Lady, Mr Solomon Cherry-trees. 


Od La. R Solomon, have you not convinc'd my 

niece, my ſtubborn, obſtinate niece, 
that there ſhou'd be union and communion betwixt 
the members of the ſame kirk, and that, for the better 
performance of this, there ſhou'd be à parity betwixt 


Mr 
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Mr Sol. Indeed there ſhou'd betwixt miniſters, but 
none betwixt the minifter and his two lay elders, 

01d La. But, as to the fitteſt poſture in time of ex- 
erciſe ? 

Sol. Indeed I can never get her convinc'd, that ſtand» 
ing is by far the moſt convenient, 

Old La. But ſhe remains ſtill obſtinate as to perſe- 
verance ? 

Sol. Indeed I can hardly perſuade her that a fallen 
member will ever riſe again. But as for theſe 
things, nothing but experience, Madam; wait but a 
while, till ſhe feel the in-bearing work about her owt 
heart, I'm reſolved to viſit and deal with her; ſhe's 
in her chamber, I hope, 

Maid. Pray you ſtop a little; ſhe's juſt now a-dreſ- 
ſing herſelf. 

01. No matter, I muſt be inſtant in ſeaſon and out: 
of ſeaſon, [Ruſhes forward into her chamber, Laura 
retires in diſorder, 

Maid. You're in a prick-haſte, faith. \ 

Sol. I'm reſo)v'd tobe impudent for once [ Afide.Þ 
— Madam, though you would be never ſo obſtinate, 
theſe two fair breaſts of yours evidently prove a parity 


in the church. ¶ Handling her breaſts.) Look you now! 


Doth the one of theſe tyrannize over the other, thus 
er thus? They live in brotherly unity and concord to- 
gether. Do not imagine that the body natural is thus 
orderly, and that the wiſe Creator would ſuffer ſuch a 
blemiſh in the myſtical. 

Lau. re-entering. Good Mr parſon, you muſt fetch 
your ſimilies eliewhere ; I aſſure you I'll be neither 
parable nor metaphor to your kirk-government. 

Sol. Dear madam, forbear that Antichriſtian name 
of parſon; that curs'd prelacy runs {till in your head. 
But this leads me to diſcourle of bare breaſts and 
gaudy apparel: O what a hideous thing is it, for a 
Proteſtant woman to have her breaſts ſtrutting out 
thus! [Haualiug her breaſts.) Yea, ſome will diſ- 
cover them thus far, to their eternal ſhame. [ Handling 
them he thruſt s his hand down her breaſt. 

Lau. Men of ſuch metal as you cannot endure it; 


but 
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but, however, methinks you're a little too familiar: 
I'm ſure you never uſe to handle your text fo cloſely. 

Sol. It may be; but you'll never know the difference 
till you find me in the pulpit. 

Lau. 1 ſay, once more, good Mr parſon, (if that 
will fright you) forbear; you have not thoſe things 
can atone for preiling into a lady's retirement ſo early, 
I mean youth and gallantry. 

Sol. Nay, madam, I-think-foul-concerns.— Yet I 
em not ſo old neither. [Looking in the glaſs.]— But, 
madam, the concern I have for your body -your mind, 


- I mean—And *twere a pity ſuch a fair piece of the 


creation ſhould periſh, and theſe bright eyes, that ſhine 
like ſtars in the ſanctuary: Put your confidence in me, 
madam ; truſt to my conduct; I'll cure all the fleſhly 
appetites that war againſt the fpirit ; I'll carry you to 
a bed of roſes, where you ſhall raſte the ſweets of love. 
O the height! the depth! the breadth ! and the length 
of a true active love! | 

Lau. Hold, Sir! forbear! Gad, I'd not truſt my 
little ſpaniel bitch in your bed of roſes ameng your 


. perfumes and things! Mark me, Sir; foh ! You ſcent 


ſtrong of tobacco and ſack I warn you; no more 
-of your cant. I'll pardon what's paſt, but, in tine 
coming, if I hear one word of beds, bare breaſts, 
ſweets of love, and ſuch gibberiſh, that become your 
wry mouth as ill as that fair wig doth your monkey- 
face, I'll reveal all, ſpoil your:trade, and make you 
appear, inſtead of a mortified faint, and preacher of 
. the goſpel of Chriſt, a moſt profane, luſtfull, old, im- 
udent villain. _ [1 xit Laura. 
Sol. I'll get me gone, and tell her aunt ſhe's a good 
proficient in the leſſons of grace: If I irritate her 
ſhe'll mar all, and reveal me to the old Lady: She 
has my thumb under her belt oace, I wiſh my whole 
hand were really ſo; as old as I ain, I ſhould why 
| [Exit /haking his head, 
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ACT m. SCENE III. 


A Church. The Commitee. 


Moderator, Mr Salathiel, Mr Turbulent, Mr Cove - 
nant, Mr Solomon, Lord Whigridden, Ruling Elder. 


Mod. D his providence we have gotten the hardeſt 

of our work over: We've een almoſt root - 
ed out the curates, who were never planted in Chriſt's 
vineyard : Let us now proceed to planting, for now * 
all things are as they were at the beginning. 

Sal. Thanks be to his predeſtinated Majeſty for 
that; Nam reges ad examplos totis compoſitur orbos. — 
But, i in truth, Moderator, I muit tell you, our college 
is doing its duty to fend out excellent young men to 
the vineyard: Thanks to worthy Mr M—ie, who 
. teaches them to diſpute categorematice and Hucate- 
gorematice, and deſpiſe vain philoſophy and mathe- 
maticks ; and inſtructs them in many things, which 
the malignants, who want grace, ſay are contrary to 
reaſon: Indeed, Moderator, they are above reaſon. 
And what tho” they were contrary to it? What hath 
carnal reaſon or human learning to do about Chriſt's 
ſpouſe. 

Mod. We've heard meikle good of him, indeed, 
brother. | 

Sal. Truly, if all our profeſſors were like him, we 
ſhou'd be as happy a college as is in Scotland this day. 
but you know how ſoine of them perjured taenlelves 
to diſappoint our good doing: Yet, for all that I maun 
ſay, if we were quit of one man, we were e'en neigh- 
bour-like yet. "Tis the Lord's doings, that hath 
purged the fountains and ſemi nries: They were all o- 
ver- grown with Cartes's mathematics and human rea- 
ſoning ; yea, ſome of them were lo blaſphemous, as to 
maintain that the king w is fupreme and un accountable. 

Mod. That's a' very true, Mr Silathiel : But I 
think we have ta'en a courſe with them for that 
but now for planting. 

Turb. Truly, Moderator, | would have ſome of the 

malignant 


0 
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malignant expectants hook'd, if we cou'd be ſi:ker of 
them. „3 | * 
Cov. The curates are bulls of Baſhan, and therefore 
I'll ſpeak a word about dogs, and ha“ done. You 
know, where there are bulls, there's a bull-baiting, 
and where there's a bull-baiting there are dogs. Now, 
there are two forts of dogs, God's dogs and the devil's 
dogs; if you let in the curates, the devil's maſtiffs, 
they'll worry God's own melſlons.—No more about 
that. 8 W 

Sol. from a corner. ] I would have able divines to 


| dreſs the ſpouſe abundantly, in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 


ſon, and to ſatisfy her cravings and longings; for, 
poor virgin, ſhe hath been ſtarved theſe twenty-eight 
years. The malignants are people who have good 
natural gifts: I think, if they had grace to wait well 
or cloſe upon their work, we might admit them into 
the bride's bed. 


Mod. 1 know people, who are right good judges of 


gifts, that ſay the malignant young men are as well 


endowed with them as any, and they will get grace 
as ſoon as they come to our fide of the houſe; there- 
fore, officer, call in Mr Turncoat. 
Enter Turncoat bowing and cringing. 

Mod. Sir, what would you fay to us? 

Turn. If it pleaſe your good wiſdom, I wou'd know 
what you'd ſay to me. 

Med. It is cauſe, Sir, of mourning and lamentation 
to you, as long as you live, that you dwelt fo long in 


the tents of fin, and have fo publickly committed un- 


cleanneſs with the whore. 

Turn. My Lord—I mean, Moderator, I never in 
my life ſat on the repentance-ſtool, aud conſequently 
never committed adultery. 

Mod. Ah, Mr Turncoat, I ſee out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh; I ſee you have a 
heart-blindneſs and hankering after prelacy, when 


you ſpeak ſo the language of the beaſt, and do not 


underſtand the language of the ſanctu try. 

 Elerk. Do you not know, Sir, that Mr Covenant 
prov'd that the curates lay with the whore of Babylon, 
and begat fourteen blackbirds, to wit, the Prelates, 


out 


| 
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out of that text in the Revelation, © I laid her upon 
& a bed, &6,—— | 
Cov. Right ! But how came you to comply with 
theſe adulterous louns ? 

urn. Oh the iniquity, tyranny and wickedneſs of 
former times! I was e' en forced to communicate with 
them, as I wou'd with a Turk or a Jew; yea, a Papiſt-: 
But I was ſtill a good Preſbyterian in my heart, and 
I think that's enough. 

Med, Very good, Sir; e'en many good miniſters 
were forced to do the ſame ; but their hearts are right, 
and that's all that we or God ſeeks of them, — But 
what do you ſay about Prelacy ? 

Turn. I think it a moſt ſuperſtitious, idolatrous, 
antichriſtian order, reprobated before the foundations 
of the world. 

L. Whig. Mark, Moderator, he ſays Epiſcopacy's 
foundation is in the world. — Vea, he calls it an order; 
I think he ſhould rather call it a confuſion, or elſe 
we'll take order with him. 

Sal. That's no matter, my Lord, whether it be 
confuſion or no, ſo it be not order: But, as touching 
the confeſſion of faith ? 

Turn. I think it the beſt book in the world, and 
thar the penmen thereof were more than ſupernatural- 
ly inſpired. 

K. Eld. See yet, Moderator, he ca's the Confeſſion 
of Faith a Buik; I think it ought to be ca'd a Bible, 
for the Haill Duty of Man is ca'd a Buik. 

Sal. No matter whether it be call'd a Book or a 
Bible, (for the word, hec bib/ia biblie, may ſignify 


both) ſo it be not a Whole Duty of Man.—Well, | 


Sir, you'll ſubſcribe'it without any qualifications, re- 
Krictions or reſervations, and aſſent thereunto, u 
Solum materialiter, but formaliter. 

Turn. Yes; and I think there's an argument a- 
gainſt the perfection of Scripture ; becauſe it contra- 
dicts the Confeſſion of Faith in the points of univerſal 
redemption and reprobation, 

Sol. A raw-gifted, brother this; he ſeems not to 
have the two corner-Ktones, the two cardinal graces, 


La 
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the good gifts of preaching and lecturing, together 
with the bog long gift of prayer. 

Gov. I'll give you two advices about reading of 
books: Firſt, what books ye ſhould not read; and, 
ſecondly and laſtiy, what” books ye ſhould read. 1ſt, 
Read no prelatical, papiſtical, heathen authors, Jew- 
iſh, or morality books. 2dly, Read Gray's and Gu- 
chrie s ſermons, Rutherford's letters, the r e 
and Confeſſion of Faith. 

Mod. The benniſon of the covenant light upon you, 
Sir, for now and ever. [Exit Turncoat bowing and 
cringing]— Well, Sirs, Ffind this will not do the turn, 
except we fall upon ſome new way to caule all the 
rich nubles and wiſe gentles concur with us in the 
work of the Lord.—If they knew themſelves, they 
would e' en come and lend God a lift without bidding: 
But, Sirs, what ſhall be done with that? 

Turb. As the Lord lives, I think we are better quit 
of them; for you know tis ſaid by the apoſtle, © Not 
« many wiſe, not many noble, not many learned, 
% not many rich ;” and I think that the only mark 
our kirk hath of the rrue kirk. 

Mod. Let us meet again at ten o'clock, brethren, 
for I hear ſome ill reports, that they are enemies to 
the kirk : So we'll do as-much as we can, and leave 
undone the things we do not. 

[Scene cloſetb. 


FF 
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ACT IV. SU ENI. 


Heriot' T ards. 


Euter Laura and Violetta in a walk. 


Lau. Olſter, you told me your ſervant ſaid his friend 
8 uſed to walk here to ſhun the tedious imper- 
tinencies of town-fops ; but it ſeems he either flights 

the occaſion of meeting me, or his friend was * 
D 2 io 


— — 
2 — . 

5 — "Gow Lao. 
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Vio. Faith, ſiſter, I find you're in love of him al- 
ready, you're o impatient; but, if they be what we 
are certainly informed they are, they” re neither ſuch 
ſots, nor ſo ill- natur'd. . 

Lau. I ſhould like better, i faith, a converſation 
with the luſty, briſk, brave, young fellow, that can 
ſpeak ſenſe, and do his courteſy right, than one of 
gur true Preſbyterian blockheads, thoſe haters of rea- 
ſon, and criers-down of good manners, as much as 
ſet forms; who know no more their duty to a lad 
than to their ſovereign. . [Exennt by the walk. 

A little after enters Frank, ſolus. 

Fra. — Damn theſe fanatic dogs ! had it not been 
their long prayers ſhe'd been here ere now: I am all 
impatient to ſee her; it were more for her edification 
and comfort to hear me aſſure her, in ſhort, that I 
am her moſt humble ſervant, than a fellow, after as 
many wry mouths as wou'd fright a necromancer, 
and as many pangs as his mother had when ſhe bore 
bim, tell his Maker, with an emphaſis, that the King 
of France is a tyrant, and ought to be rooted out. 
But here ſhe's! I'm all fire! By the heavens ſhe's 
fair! Gad ſhe's young 

Re-enter Laura, ſola. 
Lau. Here he is! Now for gravity——Let me ſee, 
Tl! think on damnatiion, as my aunt bids me, when 
I incline to laugh, [Afide. 

Fra. Madam, may I have the honour to accom» 
pany you in your walk? 

Lau. If you die, re it might prove ſcandalous, 
and I, am neither willing to hazard my own reputa- 
tion, nor ruin any little you may have. 

Fra. No great ſcandal, Madam; for the place is 
public. Methinks it ſhould rather ruin my reputation 
tö Walk by a handſome lady, like a merchant on the 
Exchange I'm ſure it wou'd in ſome places where 
1 have been. | 

Lau. If it be only, Sir, a general piece of gallan- 
try, that I believe you are ready to pay to all the 
ſtreet-whores in town, it hardly merits my thanks ; 
fo TI aſſure you I'll neither laugh at you myſelf, nor 
tell it as a jeſt, and nobody ſees to cenſure you, 

[She's 
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| [She's going, he detains her. 
Fra. Gad, Madam, but you eſcape not ſo; 
fince you had the patience to hear one Mr Solomon 
(1 believe they call him) mangle ſo unmercifully an 
innocent piece of ſcripture yeſterday, methinks thou- 
art nonſenſe- proof; fo you muſt e'en bear with me a 
little; beſides, tis charity to adminiſter comfort to 
me, for I am in love. rt 
Lau. I find 'twill out, and I am content it ſhou'd. 
[LAſide.] On condition you'll leave me, Sir, Vt 
promiſe you my beſt help ; I'Il pray for you, Sir. 

Fra. It you be my Eerste, Madam, I hope I 
ſhall ſoon be happy, for the Lady is young, rich and 
handſome, and may have many other good qualities be- 
ſides ; ſhe's an intimate of yours, I am ſure. | 

Lau Make your demands reaſonable, and I'm ſure 
I ſhall do all I can for you. | | 

Fra. 1 take you at your word, Madam; gad, you. 
are the fair one yourſelf. | 

Lau. I am oblig'd to you, Sir, if all theſe good 
things be ſaid of me; for tho' I always believed them, 
of myſelf, yet you are the firſt flatterer that ever told 
me of them. 

Fra. Then, at leaſt, | have no declared rival. 

Lav. Nay, for that, Sir, this is the way to get you 
one, and a dangerous one too: To tell of ſo many 
good qualities will make me fall in love with myſelf; 
but you mult ſpeak good things of yourſelf ere 1 can 
love you, if you wou'd be at that. 5 

Fra. There I wou'd be, indeed; but I'll be entire» 
ly beholden to you for your love, I'll diſclaim merit. 

Lau. But this is an age wherein charity waxeth cold. 

Fra. I'll only aſk liberty to ſerve you. 1 5 

Lau. You'll, ten to one, expect wages in the end. 

Fra. Ay, Madam, yourſelf, or nothing : I could bᷣe 
content to have earneſt in hand. [Cfers to kiſs her, 

Lau. Hold off, Sir, you are a ſaucy ſervant ; be- 
ſides, we are not yet agreed; I muſt know what you 
can do, ere I ſwap a bargain. Cou'd you come every 
Sunday to church, and be condemned, without ſleeping 
or whiſtling, to fit gravely and hear two hours of a 


ſermon ? 
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Fra. I cou'd, every day in the week, to ſee you. 

Lat. And hear ten or twelve double verſes of a 
pſalm ſung to a pitiful tune? 

Fra. I could hear from the firſt of the Revelation 
to the laſt of the Geneſis, to have the happineſs to 
hear you ſing as one of the quiriſters. 

Lau. It ſeems you're an ill divine But theſe are 
two mortifying pieces of ſervice ; are they not? 

Fra. Flat tyranny, as I ſhall anſwer to God—— 
But hold, Madam, after all that, Could ye love, mar- 
ry, live with me, and beget ſons and daughters! 

Lau. If you'd promiſe to live at home, read the 
ſcriptures, ſing pſalms, and pray in your family, I 
might perhaps do my duty. 

Fra. Gad, 1 ſhall be very good at family-exerciſe, 
I'll warrant you But, Madam, *ti« not raillery 
with me; faith, I'm reſolv'd Vil have you: I have a 
comerad has a plot on your ſiſter too; I cannot tell 
if you know on't. | 

Lau. I believe I dog and I muſt try your fidelity 
and courage, as my ſiſter does your comerad's: Go, 
put me on a Preſbyterian miniſter, and meet me at 
my aunt's againſt dinner ; your friend is to do this for 
my filter ; he'll accompany you, and inſtruct you far- 
ther: If you love me as much as he doth my ſiſter, 

you'll venture as far for me; I'm generous ; I' re- 
ward you. | | 

Fra. Madam, faith that's hard; gad 'tis a monſtrous 
diſguiſe, ” 

Lau. No more words, I ſee people coming; remem- 
ber tis my firſt command. So farewel. 


[Exit Laura, 

Fra. Madam, your ſervant, Gad I'll keep it moſt 
religiouſly ; I'll endeavour to have as little ſenſe, 
and as much hypocrily as the beſt of em. — Yet 
what if I ſhould be forced to ſay prayers, or grace 
Stay, when I was young, my mother taught me a 
word or two. {Exit muttering his Grace ] * O God 
% of all power and glory, who haſt created us at this 


* tune 
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ACT. IV. SCE NS Ho 


A Church. The Committee. N 


Moderator, Mr Turbulent, Mr Salathiel, Mr Solo- 


mon, Mr Covenant, Glerk, Lord Whigrtdden, Ru- 
ling-Elder. 


Med. 1 Rethren, we are met here in this place, by ; 


God's ſpecial providence, about his own 
work : I hope there are none here but will 'go on 
both chearfully and willingly with the worthy defign 
of reformation. Indeed our hands are much weaken- 
ed, for the court een begins to forget the houſe of God: 
Theretore we ought to go on with the more ſtrength, 
courage and zeal in the work we are going about 
Clerk, read the aſſembly's act about plantations ; for 
that's the thing we are to meddle with gt this time. 
| [Clerk reads. 

Clerk. The right reverend the Moderator and ge- 
neral aſſembly of the kirk of Scotland, taking to their 
conſideration the growth of protanity for the want of 
the goſpel, and the abundance of hy pocriſy through 
the preaching of the ſame, have, with an unanimous 
conſeunt, ordained the reſpectiçe {ynods and preſby- 
teries to make diligent ſearch atter all vagabonds, 
raady- beggars and ſabath-breakers, Cc. to give up 
their names to the kirk-lciſions 

Turb. Moderator, the Clerk knows not what he 
reads. 

Mod. Is not this the act about plantations you are 
reading, Clerk ? I mean the act of the aflemibly ? 

Clerk. Yes, if you wou'd hear it read out, you 
wou'd be convinced. 

Mod. Say on, Sir Turbulent offers to ſpeak.] Do 
not diſturb the committee, Sir. [Clerk reads. 

Ciert. The aſſembly appoints their names to be 
delatcd to the reſpective kirk-leſlions ; and, in caſe 
they be contumacious, ordaius the civil magiſtrate 

| | | to 
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to take notice of them, ay and till they give obedi- 
ence to the kirk, 


Extraftum per me Jo. Spaldin. 

Turb. 1 ſay, Moderator, that's not the act we are 
—_—_ not one word in that act about planta- 
- Hons. 

Clerk. Will you hear it read over again? 

Mod. There's no need of that, I think the whole 
committee ſeems to be ſatisfied” that this is the act. 
Sir, you ſhould not ſpeak againſt the whole commit- 
tee. Sit down, Sir. 

Turb. Moderator, the plantation-a& names a ſub- 
committee, who are to call in all the curates and 
prelates that preach in the country; and, unleſs you 
mean them by the vagabonds and randy-beggars, I 
do not ſee this is the act. 

Mod. What if we do, Sir? there's no great harm. 
But will you have a vote whether it be or not ? Speak 
out, Sir, 

Cov, 1 think aH this debate needleſs. Let Mr 
Turbulent tell what the act was, or acquieſce to the 
determination of the committee. I think the clerk 
ſhou'd be belicved. 

Mod. Mr Salathiel, was you preſent when the at 
was made ? Is this the act the clerk has read juſt 
now, Sir en, Sir, and rid our feet of this dith- 
culty. 

Sal. As the truth is in me, I cannot ſay poſitive- 
ly this is the act, but, "for any thing 1 know, it may 
be the at. Nam de futuris contingentibus non datur 
determiuata certitas. 

Mod. What think you, then? Muſt we refer it to 
a vote ? 

Clerk. Moderator, I have found the ac. 

Mod. Sir, you are to blame for putting the com- 
mittee to all this needleſs trouble; read it out, Sir, 
and ſee you be right now, and not wrong a ſecond 
time, once more. [Clerk reads. 

Clerk. The Moderator and the General Aſſembly 
of the Kirk of Scotland, having conſidered the great 
_— the nation, and kirk of God within the ſa- 
men, hath received, and doth daily receive, from the 

ſeveral 
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by venting the ſoul-deſtroying and golpel-overturning 
principles of Arminianiſm, Pelagianiſm, Arie num, Ne- 


= ſtorianiſm, c. doth, with an harmonious vote, for- 
22 bid all the foreſaid pretended miniſters to preach in 
any place, either within or without the kingdom, ay 
and till tuch time as they profeſs their repentance to 
le the committee appointed for recovering apoſtates. 


g. Extrattum per me Jo. Spaldin. 
Mod. Now, you have heard the act, ſay, what will 


82 de the beſt way of treating with thoſe of the prelatic 
b. Party who will join with us in communion ? 

nd Sal. There are three things in that buſineſs would 
wh be narrowly conſidered. 1//y, How are we to treat! 


Whether we ſhould treat or not? f 
Mod. Sit down, Mr. Salathiel ; let vs aſk my 


= Lord's opinion-——My Lord, what think you of the 
| buſineſs before our hands now, for the preſent under 
Mr conſideration ? | 
_-_ L. Whig. Such is the ſenſe of my own infirmity, 
* Moderator, that I needed more than an ordinary 
confidence, without your deſire, to declare my opini» 
8 on. I perceive the thing before the board is commu- 
uſt nion -terms with the prelatic party, about which F 


mn. | fhall ſpeak three words, and ha“ done. I ſhall begin 
with the laſt firſt. Fir//, then, of the laſt; I think 
the inſtitution of the ſacrament of our Saviour to be 
ay the great mark of communion in the catholick church, 
*. and that which diſtinguiſheth Proteſtants from Papiſts, 

and Preſbyterians from both. 24%, I think the cere- 
to mony of ſitting much more decent and edifying than 
that of kneeling, which is idolatrous, or ſtanding, which 
is a ſuperſtitious and moſt profane poſture in time of 
divine ordinances, Laſtly, Moderator, the admitting 


m- ; a 
IM of perſons to the holy table, is a matter of great im- 
ay portance, and deſerves conſideration, and ought not 
. Taſhly to be done, which was the great error of the pre- 


ol latic party. 
* Med. Will your Lordſhip be pleaſed to explain your- 


fu ſelt? There are ſome here who have difficulty to un- 
the derſtand you. 
ral Sol. 


1 24/y, With whom are we to treat? 340, and /aſtly, 


. 


| 
! 
; 
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Sol. Though I be not a member in this committee 
[from a corner] yet V'll give my opinion as if I were a 
member. Have a care of the concerns of Chriſt's kirk ; 
get able men, well-gifted, to do duty to her for fruc- 
tiſication. 
Mod. Sit down, Sir,. — What ſay you brother Tur- 
bulent ? | 
Turb. I adviſe, for a more expedite form of depoſi- 

tions, that there be a libella univerſalis, which is as 
much as to ſay, an univerſal libel; and that twodays 
of compearance, or the forenoon and afternoon of the 
ſame day, be allotted for the whole curates on this an 


: 


on the other fide of Tay, and that they be cited at: 
the inſtance of the committee to compear before it. 
Cov. To what our brother has ſaid, I have two que- 
ries, two difficulties, one fear, and a propofal-; or ra- 
ther, two propoſals, two queries, one difficulty, and a 


fear. My propoſals are, that there be an act prohibits 
ing all anſwering of libels either by word or writ, and 


that the curates be libelled on faults to be done, as done, 


My firſt queſtion is, Whether we ſhould plant their 
kirks, ere we depoſe them, or depoſe them ere we plant 
their kirks? My ſecond queſtion is, How is it poſſible 


to reach thoſe eurates that are neither on this nor on 


the other fide of Tay ? 

R. Eld. Let em come in by a claſs of their own, 
which, with the other two—let me ſee—two and one, 
make juſt three. 

Cov. Well, my difficulty is, Whether this libel 
ſhould be written or printed; and my fear is, that the 
curates call this indirect dealing, and judging in our 
own caulg, | 

Turb. What, will not Chriſt be judge in his own 
cauſe at the laſt day? Did Joſhua, when be extirpated 
the idolaters, cite every. man to perſonal compearance, 
and give him a copy of his libel atorehand? Did Chriſt, 
when he whipt the buyers and ſellers out of the temple, 
take every particular huckiter-wite by the lug? I trow 
no. 

All. Strong ſenſe! 5 

Mod. But, as to theſe difſiculties, what ſay you, my 


Lord ? 
| L. Whig. 


& 
k ;- 
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L. Whig. Firſt, to conclude, there being a ſtanding 
relation betwixt flocks and their ancient paſtors; and 
churches being comprehended in ſynods, and ſynods in 
preſbyteries ; I would ſxy, churches being comprehend- 
ed in preſbyteries, and preſbytories in-provincial aſſem- 
blies, and theſe again in the general aſſembly. this will 
breed a kind of a ——you underſtand me Now, this 
being joined to the badneſs of the weather in the win- 
ter- time, and plantations following depoſitions, either 
immediately before, or immediately behind—it would 
be conlidered that there be no ſtop put to the work of 
the Lord. | 

Mod. Where are your doubts new: ——1 trow they 
are gone, Sir. a 5 

Cov. But till as touching the propoſals. 

Three ſpeak. A committee for the propoſals, another 
For the queſtions, and another for the fear. 

R. Eid. We canna vote a committee till we ken wha 
ſhall be on't. | 

Cov. But as ts private baptiſm and communion ? 

All. Committee, or no committee! 

Mod. To appeaſe the tumalt, let us pray -O Lord, 
the confuſion of our minds ſhews that our ſpirits are in 
diſorder; and, as we were orderly before our confuſion 
began, ſo we intreat that it may be ſo when it is at an 
end. We thank thee for the great harmony, oneneſs 
and union that is amongſt us; for, be we orderly, be 
we confuſed, we gae all ae gaet, c. | 

Tur b. I hear that we are to be diſſolved; that this 
ſun-ſhine will not laſt; that ſhould he taken notice of, 
Mod. I hear no leſs, brother, but I do not believe it: 
However, let us adjourn till the afternoon, at which 
time we will meet and give a home-ſtroke at leaſt, In 
the mean time, I think, there ſhould be committees ap- 
pointed for appeals, declinatures, depoſitions, planta- 
tions, paſtoral relations, and ſcriptural ſibneſſes, and acts 
of tranſportability, LZExeunt. 


ACT 
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A 0 T IV. C E N E III. 
The Abbcy-Gate. 


Enter Lord Hulfy kicking ani whipping two tots 1 ted 
I two /oldiers; a Huntſman with his hands bound ; 
Boy, &c. 


IL. Vi 6. @ hy” damn'd curs, vn teach. you to hunt 

contrary to my orders! And for you 

Mr Huntſman, to be ſure you muſt be diſaffected to the 

preſent eſtabliſhed government both in church and ſtate. 
Carry him to the guard! 

[Exenunt Soldiers aud Huntſman. 

Boy. But the poor curs underſtand not your Lord. 

ſhip's order. 
L. Huff. Peace, you raſcal ; I'll teach them and you 


both to underſtand. Carry in the dogs, and put them in 


cloſe priſon ; let no body ſee them except an officer be 
preſent. 
[Exit Soldier leading the dogs to priſon. 

Boy whiſpering. —Colonel's dogs, Sir. 

4. Huh. The devil's dogs, Sir! I ſay, If the beſt 
colonel in the army were a dog, and hunted contrary 
to my proclamation, he ſhould find no better treat- 
ment —Go, ſirrah, tell the colonel I have catch'd his 
dogs hunting within two miles of the town, contrary 
to my commands, and have laid them in priſon till he 
find ſecurity for their better behaviour, —W hat ! from 
your polt, you ſun of a whore! 

Enter a Soldier, Huffy whips him. 

Sol. An't pleaſe your Lordſhip, the little dog has 
broke the window, and eſcap'd through the grate. 

L. Huff. You villain, purſue him! raiſe the hue and 
cry. It you get him not back, I'll cauſe ſhoot you for 
your neglect: Damn'd cur, break the King's priſon |! 
Is you raſcal, loitering ! purſue! make haſte 

[Exit Huh, whipping the Soldier. 


ACT 


— 


. 
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ACT W. SCENY IV. 
The Parliament-cloſe. 


Enter Will. and Frank diſcourſing, people paſſing by. 


Fre I Cannot bear the thoughts of this diſguiſe; rid 

"4 me of it, dear Will. if it be poilible; gad, I'd 
al.noſt rather loſe my new miſtreſs, than be beholden to 
lying, diſſimulation, ſighing, a double-neck'd cloak, the 
8 and Confeſſion of Faith, for her. 

Will. It muſt be; two thouſand pounds, and a hand- 
ſome young lady — The end's pleaſant, tho' the means 
be rough and odd. But look you there! 

Fra. Faith, that fellow looks well. 

Will. Indeed you have taken the beſt proſpe& of 
him at firſt : Gad he looks big, as if he had a mind to 
do ſomething, when the man has no more ill meaning 
than the ſillieſt cobler in town. Gad he'll bluſter, 
make a noiſe, tell it muſt be ſo, and it muſt be no o- 
ther ways, and he will — 

Fra. And what will he? Perhaps ſomething of no 
great import. 

Will. Why nothing at all; after a pauſe or two, 
three or four frowns, a long declaration of his intereſt 
in the peerage, and his concern for the good of the na- 
tion, he fits down and tells he's ſatisfied, and will ſay 
no more. In ſhort, no party could ever fix him, no fa- 
your oblige him, no ſtate of life content him; he's ex- 


actly like a lady's pet-dog, who lnarls at every thing, 


but can bite nothing, except you thruſt your hand into 
its mouth. 

Fra. Or like an old leacher, whoſe tongue's the un- 
rulieſt member about him. ; 

Will. Ay, aſtate Hector, with the ſpirit of a chicken, 
who has been all his lite ſtrut ting and.bawting againſt 
courtiers and fav. urites, and yet each of them, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, has trampled and piſs d upon 
him; his whole honour lies in his title and blazon ; his 
loyalty, as well as his religion, is compounded of his 
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own want of all principles, and his lady's whigery ; he 
talks highly of his country, but never did it any other 
ſervice, than to help to put it into confuſion, to ſerve 
his own inſatiable avarice, which is the only thing m 
the world he is conſtant to. If God and the devil were 
perſonally in competition for the government, a hun- 
dred pounds of odds carries him to either fide; and I 
doubt not, if he had been an apoſtle, he had underſold 
Judas. He's no man's friend, and every man's, and yet 
no man's foe: In ſhort, he's a blazing nothing, and be- 
low hiſtory.—So let him go there. 

Fra. I perceive, Will. thou art pretty free in thy 
deſcriptions. Prithee, what's he that ſeeins to look e- 
very way, and yet no way? He turns about fo ſudden- 
ly, as if he thought the devil at his heels. 

Will. Conſider him now, Frank, thou mayſt look as 
many ways as he ſeems to do, and travel as far as he 
hath done, ere you nnd out ſuch another. Before his 
country was curs'd to have him for a magiſtrate and a 
ſtateſman, he paſt for a pleaſant fort of a whoring, 
painting, talking, fidling, lewd fellow; and a hero of 
Gghting, fineneſs and Belles Lettres: But he hach made 
ſuch a damn'd figure ſince he was dreſs'd in ſcarlet and 
ermine, that a body wou'd think he had e'en conjured 
up the good old gentleman of hell himſelf to judge of 
our lives and fortunes. 

Fra. Is'n't this the mighty fop, who made a long pe- 
dantic ſpeech againſt his predeceſſors, and in praiſe of 
himſelf, about ſhelves, and ſplitting and adding of grain- 


weights to the balance of equity, and all that? —T 


remember to have ſeen the ſpeech abroad. 

Will. Ay, but there is a difference betwixt pedantry 
and madneſs ; he'll tell you now that the government 
cannot thrive, becauſe it is not bloody enough; he's 
mad at witneſſes that will not damn themſelves to de- 
ſtroy the pannel; and, fitting gravely in his robes, 
he'll tell you (in mockery of all laws and govern- 
ment), That a good ſword, and a ſtout heart, is e'en a 
lawyer's or a pleader's beſt ſecurity. 

Fra. Then, methinks, Will. we have got our lives 
and properties as well ſecured as if we were in old Thos 
mas Malmſbury's ſtate of nature. —— But, hark ye! 

Who 
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Who is it that comes there, with theſe greaſy cut-fin- 
2 gloves, ſtaff, and cravat- ſtring, which before the 


appy revolution has been of ſcarlet. I proteſt to 
God, my old fanatic inquiſitor! But, ha! his mouth's 
gone to one fide, I think, ſince I had the honour to fee 
him. | 

Will. A faint, i'faith, as free of worldly wiſdom as 
any that ever dyed a kalendar. Gad, he hath not fo 
much wit as to diſſemble. Aſk juſtice of him, he'll tell 
he's ſworn to the contrary, Pray, God fave you from 
his pocket; he has as much there as wou'd keep the 
hangman in employment theſe twelve months, at the 
rate of three curates and as many Jacobites a-day : 
His mouth, you ſee, followed his words in queſt of the 
meaning, but is now on its return to its proper place, 
deſpairing to find it. That ſtaff is a great pillar of the 
true kirk, and his arſe is more able to ſupport it than 
his head! He has juſt as much mother-wit as fits him 
to be a provoſt of a town of twenty ſhillings ef com- 
mon good ; as much religion as is neceſſary for a lay- 
elder; as much courage as he may look on a ſnail's 
horns without fainting; as much learning as to make 
duty plain; as much honeſty as is required in a member 
of our preſent privy-council ; and, finally, beloved, as 
much grace as is needful in a Scotch reformer, with no 
more eſtate than can be reaſonably expected in a Preſ- 
byterian peer, and can ſecure him from the hazard of 
forteiture the next revolution. 

Fra. Hold! Hold! Too much of him, he's be- 
low the dignity of conſideration. Bleſs me! What 
for a ſhitten monſter's this comes crawling out of that 
coach there? He looks as if he were in great perplexi- 
ty, like ſome under clerk's ſecond man bearing a bur- 
den of informations. 

Will. That's the ſpawn of a nobleman, a true type 
of the body politic ; you ſee how confoundedly his head 
fits, and thoſe excreſcences repreſent the kirk, that de- 
forms and burdens the ſtate extremely: The pillars of 
both, you ſee, are marvellouſly weak and crooked; 
that's the Covenant on his breaſt, and in one of the 
bunches on his back there's the Confeſſion of Faith, 
and in the other Calvin's book to prove jure gladii 
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coercendos eſſe hereticos, If he has little of human 
ſhape, he has as little of human nature, and it is im- 
poſlible to tell whether his body or his mind be moſt 
de formed; he breathes ſtink, ſpits venom, ſpeaks ven- 
geance and cruelty, and begets monſters. In ſhort, 
there is nothing like him but the reſt of his own kin- 
dred.—— 

Fra. Reſt !——Good God! Can there be more 
than one of theſe creatures in one nation at once? - 

Will. Faith, there's a whole family of them, Frank ; 
and I'll tell thee more, they are the rulers and gover- 
nors of this ancient kingdom.— 

Fra. Ancient! — Damn it for an old monſter of a 
kingdom ! To be ruled by monkies and monſters: Gad, 
that's to burleſque government, and affront human 
kind to all intents and purpoſes, to make them gover- 
nors. 

Will. Thou groweſt angry, I think, Frank; and 
therefore no more of thoſe caterpillars. Come along, 
and take a view of this old wry-necked fellow with the 
fraudulent countenance. 

Fra. Another pillar of the government, Ill warrant 
you! I ſhall not ſay if this 8 be againſt God, 
but I'm ſure *tis againſt nature. 

Will. That's a true-blue rogue as ever piſs'd, whoſe 
conſcience is as much awry as his head is; he has as 


much ſenſe and philoſophy as to make himſelf a fool in 


print; as much honeſty as makes him a whig and a re- 
bel; and as much law and juſtice, as from one deciſion 


to give occaſion for ſeven new ones. He bath begot a 


generation whoſe legitimacy none queſtions, they have 
ſo many marks of the father, and ſo true a weſtern 
brood, that, if they live, they'll be old Sir Harries; e- 
very one of them hath his turn of pateſhip; and he's 
fo careful to have unjuſt gain carefully diftributed a- 
mong them, that, at leaſt in ſome cale, he's for u 
cuigue, &c. Thou ſeeſt be's a freſh, vigorous, old fel- 
low, and perhaps may live to be hang 'd yet. 

Fra. Thele are gentlemen of the long robe too; 
they are your new Lords of the Seſſion, Fil warrant 
you. 

Will. 
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Will. Ay, they are new judges all over, and novi- 
ces too; mauy of them neither know nor care for the 
old laws and conſtitutions of this kingdom ; and for 
the new ones, they make any thing of them th 
pleaſe. They are the ſtrangeſt mix'd multitude that 
ever was ſeen; ſome of them are Preſbyterians, ſome 
Epiſcopals, and moſt of them have no religion at all. 

Fra, But they mult profeſs to be Preſby terians.— 

Will. Ves, that they do, and would profeſs any 
thing for their intereſts. Lying, cheating and rebel- 


lion are hereditary to many of them, and fall as na- 


turally to their ſhare, as the name they bear, or their 
father's eſtate: Some of their names make a preater 
figure in the regiſters of the kirk, than in the records 
of the State ; tor public adulteries are now become 
the mark of a true reformer; and they who invade 
other men's properties, are thougbt the only fit men 
to ſecure ours: Seeſt thou that.dark,.gloomy-ey'd fel- 
low with the wooden leg! He may be called a crook- 
ed juſtice, indeed, for his mind is as deformed as his 
body ; he's a true emblem of the whole bench. In 
ſhort, Sir, that judicuture, which was ſo famous for 
Juſtice and literature when you went abroad, is now 
patch'd up of a pack of country lairds, and old ſenſe- 
leſs, greedy, covetous clerks, with two or three pick'd 
advocates, who-are purely led by their intereſt and 
humour: Many of them have not the knowledge to 
adminiſtrate juſtice, and they have all of them taken 
the aſſurance, and ſworn againſt it. 

Fra. But yonder a ſerious cabal. 

Will. Yes, about their laſt night's intrigue, or pro- 
curing a whore, or ſo. Theſe are zealous reformers, 
i'faith ! Baſe, Romiſh, popiſh jades; there's nothing 
for them, but a ſighing ſiſter; a groaning, godly, Preſ- 
byterian ſweet- finger (whore in Engliſh), that's their 
good old cauſe, i'faith. One of them is the ſtrangeſt 
mongrel *twixt a brute and a man that can be; he 
neither ſpeaks nor thinks, and, were it not. for his 
long wig, hat and black coat, he might paſs. for 'a 
hor ſe i' the Grals-market. He has ſomething of hu- 
man ſhape, but nothing ot human realon. They never 
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plot above lying with their chamberlain's wives, or 
picking up a ftreet-whore, in cafe of neceſſity. 


mighty good at epithets this morning. 
Will. That's a pack of Jacobitiſh Williamites, the 


ſtrangeſt monſters in the kingdom, having Jacobites 


hearts, and Williamites hands: Jacobites heads and 
Williamites tongues : They are juſt now rewarding 
the favours done them by King James, on his dutiful 
Jon and lawful ſucceſſor King William: They, on the 


other ſide, are to reſtore King James; gad, they'll 


drink his health, in contempt of the government, if 
they ſhould be hang d for it, but never made a farther 
plot to reſtore him, than to write a myttical letter, 
drop fome ambiguous words, without either ſenſe or 
Meaning ; are ſnap'd up, give caution, take an oath 
or two, and eſcape; and all this ſuffering for their 
King: In faith they're good for nothing, but to be 


noblemen, and to bear the titles of Duke, Marquis, 


Earl, Vidcount, Lord, &c. 

Fra. Can'ſt thou tell me who are theſe with the 

apers in one of their hands? 

Wild. Faith, Sir, that's a parcel of people that are 
neither Williamites nor Jacobites, and yet wou'd be 
thought mighty with both. Gad, that's the C laim of 
Right in one of their hands; they love mightily to he 
ſuſpected, and rather than fail of this, they plot and 
reveal. Tell them any thing, and you may as well 
placade it upon the Croſs. They are a company af 


diſcontented blockheads at beſt, with no more models 


an their head, than ſome of them have thouſand Merks. 

Fra. Gad, I never ſaw ſuch a congregation of 
Knaves and fools all my life. I'm damnably wearied 
of this public Exchange; and, beſides, 1 mightily long 
for Laura. Prithee let's be gone, and, as we walk a- 
Jong this mob of politicians, give me a hint of the 
moſt remarkable ot them, 

Will. Then, in the firſt place, there's a calf in hw- 
man ſhape ; « long North quintra feel young noble» 
man, who hath no more ſeuſe than to be greedy and 
troubleſome, and no more courage than he bath wit 
and dilcretion. After he was ſhametully chac'd weeping 

from 


Fra, And who are theſe, Will? Gad, thou art 
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from his own country, be went to London, and, ſince 
he came down, hath got a declaration that he hath 
not a pox ; but tis thought be ſtood more in need of 
a teſtimony of his ability to get one.— There's a pack 
of diſbanded colonels, who raiſed new regunents to 
thruſt out their old maſters, and are now mocked by 
their new ones: There's one of them, too, ſtampt ip 
the devil's coin; and none of them ever ſaw, fome of 
them wou'd never have ſeen, and devil a one of them 
wou'd e'er have looked their enemies i' the face 
There's a young, empty, fluttering ipark of two and 
twenty, created a hero, and was lent to dragoon an 
univerſity to whigery and rebellion—Here's a colonei 
fights duels in buff; he brought the firit news of Gil- 
licrankie, tho* he was not near the place, and that ali 
his neighbours were dead on the ſpot, tho' they ran 
away as cowardly as himſelf But, take notice, 
Frank, here's a brace of reverend ſtarch'd villains, 
two new-docors of Aberdeen refuting the old ones, 
and contriving a new addrels out of Sherlock's Cate 
of Allegiance. 

fra. —Damn them and Sherlock too! Prieſts of 
all religions are the ſame! Their bally's their God, 
and they are villains from generation to generation, 
But, faith, *tis dinner-time— Let us go out; gad, 


this place ſmells of treaſon and infidelity— I ſhall be- 


fpeak the curate that lives next door to the Ladies, 
Will. And I am ſure the cloaths are ready. 
LExeunt. 


Scrat 


ACT V. SCENE I. 
The Crofi. People walking. 


Novel and Viſiouer meet. 


Vile 0 Ood-morrow, Mr Novel, I'll warrant yon 
I have not heard, or (which is all one) do 

not believe, ab out the late battle in & landere, * 
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the French King is routed to all intents and purpoſes, 
and the Dauphin taken. 

Nov. O God! Inſupportable impudence ! crjus con- 
trarium eft verum. 

VIſ. It is ſo true, upon my honeſty, that the Dau- 
phin is to be ſent over to his godly wiſdom, Mr Sa- 
Jathiel, to be bred Proteſtant; he is the fitteſt maſter 
for a young Prince It had been much for the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt that he had bred the preſent tyrant of 
France. 


Nov. Methinks we ſhould not have had ſuch a for- 


midable enemy of him. The Dauphin is happy in 
this, that he hath learn'd his latin e'er he came, for 
Pm perſuaded that he ſhould have been in an ill road 
for it under the tutory of Mr Salathiel, who is as pro- 
feſs'd an enemy to poor Prifcian (gad ha” mercy on 
him!) as he is to King James, and hath no true latin to 
himſelf. 

Viſ No latin! Why, that's a miſtake: Did yon 
not hear him repeat an oration, half an hour long, all 
Greek and Latin, in troth, t'other day ? 

Nov. All the Latin and ſenſe in it might have been 
faid in a much ſhorter ſpace; there was never a ſen- 
rence of Roman Latin in it. 

Nov. Roman Latin! quotha——I knew where 1 
ſhou'd find you! A rare thing! A Preſbyterian Proteſ+ 
tant man ſpeak filthy Roman Popiſh Latin, the langu- 
age of the whore! I have that charity for Mr Salathi- 
el, that you might as ſoon induce him to hear Maſs, as: 
to ſpeak Roman Popiſh Latin. | 

Nov. I ſay, that's barbarous ignorance; i' gad, 
thou underſtandeſt not; I mean ſuch Latin as the anci- 
ent Romans ſpoke. | 


Vif. Still that's worſe : That's Pagan Latin. 'Fhat's: 


my poſition, that a Preſbyterian ought to ſpeak Preſ- 
byterian Latin, and there ſhould be. an act of the Aſ- 
ſembly againſt all Roman Latin, I hope in God to 
hear none of it ſpoke till King James comes home a- 
gain, which God, for his own glory, will never per- 
mit. | | 
Nov. Who can endure this? What think you of 
this Latin? S aliguus virus colebit falſum Deum, ſen 
derum 
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verum Deum, ut uon preſcriptum ef}, iſle virus eft guil- 
tus idolatriæ. 

Viſ. Well, that may be good enough Preſbyterian 
Latin. 

Now —— Demme! Si aligaus virus ſpeaks ſuch 
Latin, i/fe virus ſhould be hang'd. But, what think 
you of Biblia poteſt apprehendi mediis extraordinaribus, 
& ſupernaturalibus ? 

Viſ. Why, that's eaſily underſtood : Biblia, the 
Bible, poteſt apprehendi, can be apprehended, cum 
mediis extraordinaribus & ſupernaturalibus, with ſus 


pernatural and extraordinary means. It was ay good 


Latin that runs ſmooth, and ſounds well—l muſt tell 
you plainly, that he's a diſcreet, learn'd, worthy gentle - 
man, and has as much wit as 

Nov. I muſt tell you, he hath much original, 
actual, and habitual folly ; he looks as if he had not 
overcome the fright of the late perſecution ; or as if 
he had been dry'd ſeven years at the devil's kitchens 


| fire; he ſpeaks like a nurſe counterfeiting a bogle to 


affright an ill conditioned child; he walks as a night» 
ghoſt, or as if he was affraid, at every ſtep, of the 
judgment of his forefathers, Korah, Datban, and Ali- 
ram: and, in fine, be thinks none at all 

Viſ. ---All damn'd lies and calumnics —— 

Nov. — All true ſtories, i' faith; he'll make 3 
ſpeech about media vox, ſyncategorematical arguing, 
and ſuch bombaſt words, that he as little underſtands 
as you do the Copfeſſion of Faith. This he thinks 
ſufficient plea for the reputation of a learn'd author. 
He not only plagues people to bear his nonſenſe, but 
has ſpoil'd much good paper in his time, that might 
have been employed, in wiping you know what, to 
much better purpoſe ; aud all this out of no other de- 
ſgn, fave to write what he neither cares for nor 
knows, ſo it be againſt ſome book of credit, and ſome 
author of renown. 

Vi/. — Theſe are all but falſe reports and flanders 
of the malignants, for he's a grave, wiſe, and prudent 
man; and, to juſtify what I lay, conſider but the go- 
vernment of the college, 

Nev, Which is no government at all, i' gad; I ſhall 

{wear 
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ſwear *tis no arbitrary one; there's nothing done 
there, i' faith, without the conſent of the people. 

Vif. People! ſay you-—They are nothing but 
a parcel of rambling, miſguided youths, miſled by ma- 
lignant maſters, and I fear they have got a wrong 
wamp already; and, if it had not been for the wiſ- 
dom of Mr Salathiel, I think moſt of the ſcholars 
might have been chang'd as well as the maſters. 


Nov. They are fine young gentlemen, the flower of 


the nobility and gentry; the hope of the ſinking 
ſtate ; they have more ſenſe and diſeretion than a 
whole convention, I hope in God to fee them have 
as much power in the kirk and ſtate, as they have 
now im the college——Then you dog ! | 

Viſ. Then I and all of my perſuaſion will be forced 
to leave the kingdom ; for I'm fure they have ſeveral 
times huff'd and hiſs'd us out of the college like fo 
many Jeſuits. I always found the old maſters could 
have hindred theſe affronts by their authority, but 
now I muſt confeſs we are in a worle condition than 
ever, for I ſee the new ones cannot 

Nov. Neither, indeed, they can and 'tis no 
wonder. What young min of ſenſe would obey ma- 
ſters who want ability to teach, wit to govern, and 
honeſty to be examples and patterns? There are tew 
youths in the college who have not more Latin 
than their primar, and more mathematics and philoſo- 
phy than their regents, who know nothing but meta- 
phyſical jargon, and little of that too. 


Liſ. There were truly never ſo many uproars and 


tumults in the college as this year, ſuch as bon-fires 
making, windows breaking, Ce. 

Nov. And good reaſon fer that They ſcurvily 
thruſt out the old maſters, who had ſenſe to over- rule 
the ſtudents with prudence and diſcretion: The go- 
vernment might as well have ſent a montebank to the 
college, as that old top, Mr Salathiel, to play the 
fool to the boys. But, faith, I think I have light- 
ed on't.——Wou'd you know the reaſon why the 
government has made the reverend Mr Salathiel 


primar ? 
Fife 


— 


Scotch Reformation. 59 


Viſ. What! I think I know it as well as any puny 
Tory. | 

Nov. Damn you for a rotten whig ! I ſhall tell 
you the true reaſon : *Tis to be even with Bolds for 
abuſing them ; they have ſet up an Antibold, that's 
ftrenua ſire nuæ oppoſita; and for every boy of poor 
Bold's, Mr Salathiel will have twenty ; that's Bolds 
enervated, i'gad, | 

Vi. That's but the effect of the inſolence of the 
ſtudents, that mult be tam'd. 

Nov. Inſolence 'tis not, for they uſe it frequently: 


Tis as familiar to them now to play the fool with 
'the primar, as it was before to play with their por- 


ters. They perſecute him moſt unmercifully, and 
hunt him and his divines from chamber to chamber, 
like the diſſolution of a fanatical convention, or a 
terrier hunting a fox and his puppies, 

Viſ. Tis better to go to a private chamber than be 
abus'd by a number of extravagant, inſolent, mathe- 
matical Atheiſts. 

Nov, Juſt contrary ; for all are Atheiſts except 
mathematicians. 

Viſ. O intolerable impudence ! Shew me a mathe- 
matician among a hundred that cares for the Confeſ- 
fion of Faith? I'm told that the firſt propoſition of 
Euclid is to prove that the world is eternal; and the 
ſecond, that there is not a God: Beſides, one muſt 
have a compact with the devil ere he can underſtand 
them. I put it to the trial, and, upon my honeſty, 
I cou'd not learn to ſpeak one word of them; fo I 
really believe 'tis true. 

Nov. Gad, that's the height of ignorance, and de- 
ſerves not an anſwer. But, as touching the wor- 


thy primar; his folly is like a fore in an old horſe, 


cure it in one place, and "twill break out in another, 
He's now upon a project for making a German randy- 
beggar extraordinary profeſſor af theology. 

Viſ. I muſt confels I was ag:iatt that; my reaſon 
is, we muſt be rid of mathematics. Now, I would 
not willingly diſoblige a man that can raiſe the de- 
vil; fo I'm clear the prelent profeſſor of mathema- 

tics 
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ties be made profeſſor of theology. There comes 


Huffy —— 

Euter Lord Huffy. 
My Lord, this is the malignant 7 ay + 1 
told your Lordſhip of. [ Afide to Huy. 


L. Huff. Mr Novel, I'm inform'd you get rebelli- 
ous news ſent or wrote to you, which ye vent thro? 
the town. 

Nov. Your Lordſhip's miſinformed. 

Viſ. Upon my honeſty, my Lord, he told me he 
had it from a good hand, that the King of France had 
50,000 men in arms, (God lave us!) enough to cut 
all our throats, 

L. Huff. Well, Mr Novel, I warn you to take no- 
tice, if ye either hear, relate, or believe any ſtories 
contrary to the civil or eccleſiaſtical government, 
you'll be lodged in a certain place that ſhail be name- 
leſs, and your news both; let me tell you that. 

Nov. I aſſure your Lordſhip I ſhall neither hear 
nor believe any thing that may offend your Lord- 
ſhip. [Exit Huh] — Impriſon me! Go and im- 
priſon your colonel's dogs! —— Ay, Viſioner, the 
colonel you cur'd of a dangerous clap laſt year, he's 
advanc'd, i'taith, to be commander in chief, for 
murdering three or four of the women and baggage- 
boys. Gad, he has ſcarcely ſo much ſenſe as your- 
ſelf. 

Vi But his dogs, being (as you know) dogs of 
the government, ought to have given good example. 

Nov. But I'll make you an example for a rogue, 
to be an informer againſt honeſt men. — Take th. 
wages you deſerve. [ Kick» him again and again] 
And ſo farewel for ever. 

Vi/” Let me be burnt for a witch if ever I do the 
the like again. 


\ 
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ACT V. SCENE Il. 
The old Lady's Lodging. 


Frank and Will. dreſt up like fanatic miniſters walking 
in the hall. 


Will. » Is a ſtrange metamorphoſis! I'm ſure *tis 

next to that of Jupiter's turning himſelf 

into a town-bull.—But that's all a matter; the la- 
dies aſſure us tis the only way to do bulineſs, Frank. 
Fra. Ay, and a ſucceſsful one too, I'll warrant : 
Gad 'twill be as powerful as when Jupiter turn'd him- 
{ſelf into a golden ſhower —The ſweet godly ladies 


cannot reſiſt the charms of that black velvet-neck, and 


hat ſneaking mein, more than other maids can the 
tinkling of a guinea, 

Will. Methinks I begin to turn fanatic all over; I 
could rail moſt deviliſhly at Antichriſt, the whore of 
Babylon, and the government; curſe Prelacy, ſolve 
caſes of conſcience, devour pigeon- pyes, and gulp whole 
bowls of ſack. 

Fra. For my own part, I'm much afraid we miſbe- 
have; we might have had ſome time to have acted our 
parts, ere we had ventured on the theatre. 

IWill. Then I give thee my ſincere advice thus: Firſt, 
Thou mult forbear that ſparkiſh mein. 2dly, Beloved, 
thou mult baniſh far fram thee all French faſhions and 
phraſes. And, 3d/y, Thou muſt mortify all thy cor- 
rupt inclinations to {peak ſenſe. 4%, Thy tone muſt 
be grave and affected, every ſyllable produc'd to the 
length of a breve, or a ſemibreve, at leaſt ; thou muſt 
weary the company ere they catch thee at the end of a 
period, and then be ſure they find no ſenſe at all. 55, 
Lie inceſſantly, but ſwear none. 6thly and /aſtly, Be- 
loved, eat capons and chick-pyes as thou hadit come 
from the ſiege of Jerulalem. 

Fra. I ſhall obſerve your inſtrugions as far as I can; 
but I'm mighty diſtruſtful of my gifts that way. 

[ Rachel looks in and cries. 
F Rach. 
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Rach. The godly miniſters, mother, Maſs John and deri 


Mr Samuel, that your niece invited todinner, are come! an u 

They are the godlieſt, braveſt men, mother I 
Will. Grace, mercy and peace be multiplied on this 

family. LC Lady runs and hugs them. 


Od La. Welcome to me, gentlemen, and all your 
Maſter's men. 

Fra. We beg your pardon, Madam ; we own no 
maſter. 

Old La. Il know gut the Mafter of maſters. — How 
could you be fo long in town and never aſk for me ? 
Tho' I ſay it myſelf, I have fed many of the prophets 
of God in the days of tribulation. —— Look ye, in this 
preſs were three or four; in this cloſet were honeſt Mr 
Solomon and Mr. Covenant. [Weeps. 

Fra. But your two nieces, madam; How are they ? 

Will, Pray, hold thy peace, thou'lt certainly ſpoil 
all. LAſide to Frank. 

Old La. You ſhall fee them anon. hut look ye here, 
fuch a rare collection of books I was buying. —There's 
Dickſon's ſermons —There's Eleven Points to bind up 0, 


a Believer's Breeches—There's Beſſie of Lanark W 
There's Samuel Rutherford's Letters There's Good ſado 
News from Heaven And here's Satan's invilible None 
World — What think you, Maſs John, of Satan's invi- 0, 
fible World ? tine1 

Fra. Indeed I think tis the beſt ſermon I ever heard, V 

Od La. Sermon, ſay you! 0, 


Will. Every thing may be called a ſermon, Madam, reve! 
in ſo far as you can get uſes of inſtruction from it, and nd 


all that. | F. 
Od La. There you ſay right. — Bring a bottle of infu! 
fack ! 
| Will. —O but *tis a fad world this, Maſs John, an 2 
abominable, curſt, unjuſt, malicious, ill- natur'd world! call 


t [The /ack goes reund, Our 
Old La. A prying, cenſorious, ſoul- ſeducing, goſpel- the 


| renouncing world! A malignant, backſliding, cove- and 
3 nant- breaking, miniſter- mocking, a filthy, idolatrous, 

Sabbath - breaking, parent-diſhonouring world! A mur- F. 

dering, wor 
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dering, whoring, lying, coveting world ; 'tis, in a word, 
an uncharitable worldly world. 

Maid. There's a poor man, Madam, ſays he loſt his 
means by the. weſt-country rabble. 

Cd La. Come you to tell me that, you baggage ! 
— Beat him down ſtairs.—O, Mr Samuel, tis a trouble - 
ſome, beggarly, officious world! A vain, a gaudy, a 
prayer-ſlighting and retormation-overturning world! 

Will. Now I can ſay no more; ſhe has run me out 
of breath; ſhe's a longer practitioner at this trade 
than I. [ Aſide. 

Cd La. But how comes it Maſs John ſays nothing 
there ? 

Fra. Then I'll tell you, Madam, tis an abominable, 
whoring, drinking, refurmation-overturning world, 
and all that. 

Old La. That's ſaid already, | 

Will. Nay, Madam, you muſt excuſe my friend here, 
he uſeth to be deep in his meditations. 

Enter the two nieces laughing and ſmiling. 

Od La. I was juſt going to call you, nieces. 

Will. to Violetta.} Is this the way to uſe the ambaſ- 
ſadors of Chriſt, to mock us? I expected to have feen 
none of this within theſe walls. 

Old La. Settle me a ſerene countenance, you imper- 
tinent jade.—You'll laugh in hell yet. : 

Vio. Indeed no, Madam, we'll weep there. 

Old La. I recommend you to the care of theſe two 
reverend gentlemen. They are to infuſe into you good 


wand wholeſome principles. 


Fra. Indeed, Madam, we ſhall do our endeavour to 
infuſe the beſt we can. 
[Offers to lead of Laura. 
Old La. Nay, ſtay Sir! Since we are here, we ſhall 
call the ſervants together. You mult ſpeak a word: 
Our ordinary is in the Revelation, about the beaſt with 
the ſeven heads and ten horns.—Bring the great Bible 
and the Plalm-book here! 


[Maid brings them. 

Fra. Lord, how I ſweat and tremble! This is the 
worſt of all! God damn him brought me into this pre- 
munire ! Would I were fairly looſe of this new cRarece 
F2 ter! 
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ter! I Make a vow never to try the experiment again. 
LAſide. I Indeed, Madam, my brother, Mr Samuel, is 
much better gifted that way. 

Will. Not I, Madam! Beſides, he's the elder bro- 
ther, or miniſter, and ought to have place, 

Vid La. That's nothing; I have known frequently 
young miniſters better at family-exerciſe than the old. 
Indeed, tor a caſe of conſcience, or fo, I think the old 
ſhould be conſulted. 

Will. But, Madam, if it be about horns, there's this 
farther reaſon for it; my brother Maſs John, there, 
underſtands the buſineſs of horns better than any man 
this day in the church of Scotland Indeed he hath: 
a piece in the preſs relating to horns. 

Fra. God damn thee! When! 

[The Old Lady ſlarts. 

Will. He's telling the oath, Madam, we heard a cu- 
rate ſwear as we were coming up ſtairs—I believe he 
was drunk too—But Cod damn him (bleſſed be his holy 
name), was at every word. 

Old La. Ay, indeed theſe curates are a profane, god- 
leſs generation.—But I pray you go on, Sir; we ſhall 
keep back dinner for an hour, or fo. 

Fra. O Lord! O Lord! What ſhall Ido? Pm re- 
ſolv'd I' run for't, and leave that raſcal in the lurch. 
There's the difadvantage of the want of divinity, 
now ! If I had but learn'd the Who made Man by heart, 
it might have lent me a dead lift at this pinching oc- 
caſion. [ Aſide. 


id La. Perhaps you do not uſe to exerciſe ſtand" 


ing ! Sit down Sir. 
Vio. The gentleman looks as if he were indiſpos'd, 
Madam; I would have you forbear't at this time. 
01d Lady. Peace you Baggage! I know you have an 
averſation to every thing that's ſerious Bring a 
bottle of ſack ! 
She throws up the bible, (the glaſs goes round), 
Frank looks aukwardly ts it, and ſays. 
Fra. Ten horns, ſay you ? I lay that Bible's 


quite wrong; the old Tranſlation hath more than 
twenty heads and forty horns, and I know not how 
many crowus, and all that. [Throws the Bibis from 
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yim; fakes his ft at Mill.] Well, Str, if I be not re- 


veng'd on you for this 

Lau. How I pity him ! He's engag'd too far in my 
ſervice to deſert him now in his extremity ; ' try my 
io vention. Pox on't! methinks it is not true, that a 
woman can frame an excuſe ere ſhe put her hand to her 
apron-ſtrings—— I'll fay the dinner will be ſpoil'd; 
but that won't do, for ſhe'd rather faſt than want a 
lecture. T'll counterfeit myfelf fick ; but then he muſt 
pray, that's worſe ſtill. F Aſide. 

d La. I thought, Sir, this had been of the beſt e- 
dition, but I'm refoty'd V1t have one of the old verfron ; 
for I always thought Antichriſt ſhould have more horns 
than ten: But we'll take ſome other place firſt that's 
right ; or ſend for your own Bible, if you pleaſe. 

Lau. — * I have it! [Aſide.] Madam, I think 
the lecture ffrould be about St. Peter's keys, for this 
is his day — Shew me the Bible. 

Od La. Oh! damnable and abominable ! naming 
Saints days here! [ She faints. 

Vio. Would St. Peter were here to raiſe her from 
the dead! ——Till he come, Maid, bring the bottle 
of Cionamon-water in the further end of the preſs. 
[They pour ſomething in her month; ſhe recovers. 

01d La. Stand off! Stand off! Let me get a little 
air! See there be no lecture here this day. 

Fra. Indeed, Madam, I was nigh the point of 
fainting too; and now, when I right remember, this 
is not only St. Peter's day, but St. Matthew's, St 
Andrew's, and St. John's too: I would be ſooner 
burnt at a ſtake, than lecture in a private family this 
day. 


Enter M, Solomon. 
Sol. I'm e'en come to inquire if the oft talk'd-· of 
match bet wixt your nieces and the Lord holds ! 


Fra. Still worſe! Then it ſtems we have rivals, 
and a Lord too! [Afide to Will. 


014 La. It will fail on theft fide if h do not: for 
Jam ſure the barns are proclaimed long ſince. 

Sel. Indeed, Madam, I'm come to tell you, in my 
Maſter's name, he's well pleafed to marry them; he 
hath fill'd up the blanks of the contract with his own 

3 hand, 
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hand, but he will not put on the ring, and ſay Amer, 
to an imagination. 
Fra. All Myſteries ! And will one man marry them 
both? He'll have enough to do, i'faith. 
[Aſide to Will. 
Will. Dull and inſenſible ! Thou doſt not under- 
ſtand. Can'ſt thou never learn to diſtinguiſh *twixt 
theſe people's meaning and their words? The ſenſe is 
ſpiritual, I aſſure you, tho' the words be carnal. 
[To Frank aſide. 
Fra. Pox take em! Muſt a man travel as far as 
the third Heavens to catch their meaning? After this 
I ſhall be fo wiſe as to hold my peace, at leaſt. 
Enter Mr. Covenant. 


Cov. I'm c'en come to take a part of your dinner, 


Madam, and to aſk if the ſhip be come yet ? 

Fra. Who the devil can gueſs that? My life on't 
that's ſomething about Noah's Ark, or St. Paul's Ship, 

| | LAſide. 

Cov. If ſne be not come, ye may expect her ſhortly, 
for ſhe ſet fail from Heaven loaded with golden com- 
forts for yourſelf and family. [Mr Solomon 

and Mr Covenant look to Frank and Will. and 
pull the old lady into a cloſet. 

Fra to. Lau.) Now, my dear, I hope you are ſa- 
tisfied as to myobedience; gad, I'd rather have courted 

ou in a civil way theſe twelve months. 

Lau. Methinks that garb becomes you well. Faith 
Sir, you're an excellent. divine. Pray, one word about 
horns. 

ill. No time to be loſt, Madam ; reſolve and go. 
with us; there's a curate dwells at next door, and 
gad our cloaks will conduct you. down ſtairs undil- 
covered. | 

Vie. Laura, tis e*en beſt to be reſolute What 
rhink'ſt thou? May we truſt ourſelves to theſe reve- 
rend ſparks ? 

Fra. Gad. we'll deal moſt diſcreetly and reverently 
with you! For, firſt, let us go to the curate's houſe, 
and after he has mumbled over the matrimany, ye 
have no more to lay, I hope. 
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Lax. Lead on then, ſiſter; you're eldeſt ; I'll fol- 
low ſtoutly. 

As Will. leading Violetta, and Frank Laura, 
are going towards the ſtair, they meet Lord Hu, 
who juſtles Frank. 

Huff. Zouns, Sir, no reſpect to a man of my 
quality ! Why, Sir, not craving pardon either ! 

Fra. No great offence, Sir; I forgive you. 

Huff. — Sblood ; you forgive me! I'll teach you 
breeding ! [Offers to beat him Frank. 

Fra. Faith you'll find me a good enough ſcholar 
at this trade. Fly ! fly! man! run away from the 
ſcholar —Gad, I thought he ſhould once have run over 
us. [Frank lets fall his cloak, and kicks bim 

over the ſl air, and looks after, then takes up his 
cloak, and is putting it on, the wrong ſide eutmoft!, 
while Will. ſays, 

Will. No body needs to fear his wrath, ſave Ladies, 
boatmen, hirers and dogs; or any thing that can take 
a beating patiently. However, he's more than a 
gentleman, i i' faith! (as he told a Lady when he beat 


ber) he's a nobleman! I'll warrant we ſhall have 


twenty lacquies juſt now about our ears. 
Fre. If they be not better metal than their maſter, 
*tis no great matter. 


Vio. Gad, Sir, you're a turncoat ! the wrong fide 


of your cloath is outmoſt. 

Fra. Then, at leaſt, I have one quality of a Preſ- 
byterian miniſter. But it matters not, we have not 
far to go. [ Exeunt. 

Enter Old Lady, Mr Solomon, and Mr Covenant. 

Cov. We never knew them ; yet, perhaps, they are 
come over to work in his vineyard, for the work is 
great, and the labourers few. 

Old La. Where are they gone? Laura, Violetta, 
Maſs John, Mr Samuel! All gone! 

Enter Maid. 

Maid. Whom wou'd your Ladyſhip have? 

Od La. My nieces ! ſaw you them ? 

Maid. They deſired me tell your Ladyſhip they are 
gone down every one of them to get a covenant from 


the miniſter, and they'll both be inſtantly back again. 
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. 0/4 La. Go, ſee where they are! I do not like this 
— But, Mr Solomon, what was it you was to tell me 
about Maſs James ? 

Sol. Not much, Madam; Only I think it convenient 
he marry your daughter Rachel, for I fear there has 
been foul play; but marriage will make all odds evens. 

014 La. What, my daughter marry a dominie ? No, 
Sir; ſhe ſhan't! 

Sol. Then, Madam, to be plam, he's with child to 
him, and it muſt be fo. 

C, La. Oh! What hear If My daughter de- 
bauch'd ! my family abus'd. FWeeps. 

Sol. Hiſt, Madam; let them be made one by mar- 
viage, and there's wo great ſkaith: He's a well-gifted 
man. 

Old La, Oh ! but the ſeandal! [rings her hands. 

Sol. This will evite both: III fay I married them 
ſeven or eight months ago, and there needs no more. 

Cov. Good enough ; marriage is but a ceremony as 
well as baptiſm. I have known many a good couple 
do duty like man and wife, that were never married; 
and good miniſters,. preachers of God's word, that. 
were never baptized all their life. 

Sol. Vik call them in—Brother ! Maſs James! 

Enter Rachel and Wordie. 

Rach. Mother, you forgive me, do you not! 

Cid La. Since theſe two godly men wou'd have it 
fo, I am content. 

Word. Well, no more words, Madam ; I'm your 
good-fon: I hope your daughter ſhall live as godly a 
life with me as you or ſhe could wiſh. 

Od La. V'm ſure fhe has been chriſtianly educated ; 
many a good prayer bave } caugd her ſay, many z 
good chapter I heard her read, py hg od ſermon 


and lecture has ſhe heard in her time. 1 hope they 


have not been loſt upon her. 

Word. No indeed they. 

Sol. Indeed no, Madam ; I wer thought her well 
inclin'd ; ſhe's 4 conſtant hearer of ſermons and lec- 
tures; I never mils her from any. 


Rach. 1 hope I ſhall ſind the good of them as long 
as L live. 
Sel. 
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Sol. Well, I wiſh God's bleſſing on the married 
couple. 

Enter Will. and Frank, leading Violetta and Laura, 
undiſpuiſed, 

Old La. Where have you been, nieces? And where 
are the minifters ? 

Vio. Here they are, Madam: They have cheated 
us, and cauſed us marry them. 

Cid La. Are you married then without my conſent ? 
And am I cheated under that godly difguiſe? Oh hor- 
rid ! [ Pointing to the miniſlers, who ſneak off. 

Will. Yes, Madim;z we have done them the favour 
to rid them of the impertinent trouble of theſe block- 
heads. 

Fra. The Ladies think our family-exerciſe a little 
more pleaſing than the ſenſeleſs cant they have been 
perſecuted with at your houſe, Madam. 

Old La. Oh! heinous! Abuſing of the ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, and the Preſbyterian religion, at my houſe ! 
Get ye gone, ye jades, with theſe debauch'd raſcals. 
Let me ſee you no more. [Exit Old Lady. 

Lau. That's no great matter, aunt, conſidering 
what we've gain'd by your ſeeing us. — But I'm forry 
poor Rachel ſhou'd languiſtr under the unfupportable 
burden of a maidenhead, and no body to pity her. 

Rach. Spare your ſorrow, couſin; 1 think I have 
beſtowed mine as well upon my huſband here, as you 
are like to do yours. [Pointing at Wordie. 

Lau. A wordy man, indeed! And are you married 
to him ? 

Rach. Yes, halfa year ago. 

Word. Indeed, I have betroth'd her, with her own 
and her mother's conſent ; and that I have. 

Lau. I believe you have been in bed together abour 
half a year ago, indeed : For I was going to tell you, 
that I thought your maidenhead was bulky a little, 
couſin. 

Will. Gad, the old Preſbyterian Lady's ſweet 
young daughter is as ſure of the chaplain, as the wait- 
ing woman is of the valet. —But I wiſh you much joy. 
Lau. Methinks they have not wanted that; they 
have antedated it a little,—But, couſin, where are 

your 
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your long ſpeeches againſt kiſſing of men, and ſpeak- 
ing unto them, theſe wicked cuſtoms! There has been 
more than killing and ſpeaking here, i'faith. 

Vio. But, come! enough of that! Let us mind the 
work of the day.—— _ 

Fra. —And the work of the night too. 
Exit Will. leading Violetta, and Frank Laura, one. 

way, and Wordie and Rachel another way. 


ACT v. SCENE III. 
A Church... 


Moderator, Mr Salathiel, Mr Covenant; Mr Turbu- 
lent, Mr Solomon, Ruling Elder, Glerk.. 


Mod. Rethren, we are again re-afſembled about. 
| his own work; I hope. ye will not weary : 
'Tis all our intereſts to make a clean houle of the cur- 
ates, aad you will be on the wings of the prayers of 
the flower of the godly in Scotland. My Lord W higrid- 
den has ſent me his excuſe; for, as he was coming, he 
was-call'd to the privy-council, to conſider of a letter 
ſent by his Majeſty in reference to our affairs, | 
Turb. I think, Moderator, we ſhould conſider how 
to fill the curates places ere we lay ſo many congrega- 
tions waſte, lince we. have not men to fill the ſixth 
part of them... 
Mod. Ha'd your tongue, Sir, and let us do our 
duty, and God will e'en provide. | 
K. Eld. A Welt-quintra believer, Moderator, can 
teach better than ony keerate i'the north, and they'll 
ſeen learn to gi” the commeenion, baptize and marry. 
Cov. I. think we ſhould talke word of that com- 
mon whore the church of England, for we have dreſſed 
our own gayly slready. | 
Sal. In truth, Moderator, in the days of old, the 
farſt thing the general aſſembly did, was to purge the 
King's army of malignants; now 1 think we have as 
govd reaſon as ever to purge the King's army of Pre- 
lates, Papiſts and Atkeiits, which abound in it, ſceing 
they 
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they are fighting for 4 cauſe; nam ube finis eft 


boniſſimus, ibe media debent eſſe proportionabilia. 
Mod. Outs, Mr Salathiel, with your Greek! We 
know you're a primary of a college; I'll tell you, we 
muſt not put our hand farther than our fleeve can 
reach, I fancy tis fitteſt and ſafeſt meddling with 


them who have no power to oppoſe us, I mean the 


curates, who, I think, have not many to defend them. 

Cov. Outward perſecution is no token of God's for- 
ſaking ; for we were perſecuted twenty-eight years 
ourſelyes. | 

Mod. God only chaſtiſed his own people, but he 
deſtroys the malignants: We did thrive under our 
perſecution, but the curates are ſtarving, which evi- 
dently proves them to be the wicked. T'think we 
ſhould call in Mr Orthodox, the curate who ſtays an 
the Eaſt fide of Tay, and peſters that country with 
errors. 

Cov. They ſay he's a good ſober man, and good 
enough at his own trade. 

Mod, We have the greater reaſon to be afraid of 
him, for he will do us the more harm. But I affure 
you he's a malignant of a deep dye; for he teaches 
Prelacy, or Epiſcopacy, Arminianifin, or Arianiſm, for 
they're all one ye know; aud, to conclude all, he's 
much for dry morality. 

All the Committee cry out] Monſtrous, damnable 
opinions! Huge errors! Soul-killing Doctrines! Out! 
away with the curate ! Cut him down! Why cums» 
ereth he the ground? 6/9 

Mod. We'll e'en call him. Officer, call him in. 

[9 ficer calli.] Euter Mr, Orthodox. 
This is 2 court fenc'd in Chriſts name, for there's 
no appeal to be made; we deſign to be moderate; 
we'll only take your kirk, that's all : And, mark that! 
you arc to be accuſed, as well on faults to be done, as 
faults already done. 

Orth Mr Moderator, not to meddle with the au- 
thority of your court, 'tis blaſphemous to accuſe me 
of faults to be done, ſince God only knows them; tis 
as ridiculous to pretend to moderation by only taking 

away 
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way my living, ſince tis the only way you can injure 
me. 

Med. Sir, you have learn'd much carnal wit and 
policy, but ye have not fo learn'd Chriſt Clerk, 
read the univerſal libel. 

Orth. I deſire to know who are informers, that, ac- 
curding to the law of nature and nations, they may 
be puniſhed if theſe things be not made out. 

Mon. They are honeſt men, and fo you are no fur- 
ther concern'd, | 

Orth. I am eoncern'd they be not inhabile wit- 
neſſes. | 
Mod. We are not to anſwer your queſtions —— 


Clerk, do your duty. [Clerk reads 
Clerk, Whereas, 19:0. that late in- 
cumbent at was born and bred under 


that helliſh order of Epiſcopacy. 2do That he received 
ordination at the hands of Prelate and Preſbyter, for 
they're as guilty that add to the ſcripture, as they 
that diminiſh therefrom. 2770, That he concludes his 
ſtinted prayers with the Lord's prayer, which when 
our Saviour made, he was certainly drunk, if ever he 
was ſo in his lifetime, gte. Grace doth not accompa- 
ny hs miniſtry. 50. He does read and recommend 
erroneous books, ſuch as The whole duty of man, 
6to. He's ſupinely negligent, tor he ſpends four days 
in the week upon catechiſing, which ſhould be more 
profitably taken up in lecturing. 7Jmo. He adminiſters 
baptiſm and the communion privately, which is charm- 


ing and ſorcery. Sv. Since the bleſſed revolution he 


hath kept no faſts on Sundays, ordained by us for ſeek- 
ing God's concurrence to the aboliſhing ot Prelacy, and 
deitroying the King of France, 90. He would com- 
ply and twear allegiance to that tyrant King James, 
(who is both forſaken of God and man), if he were re- 
ſtored again. 10m, and /aſ//y, Which is worſt of all, 
he could join cordially and heartily with that anti. 
chrittian order of Prelicy, if it ſhould be brought back 
again, which God of his juſtice will prevent. Mr 

being guilty of all theſe, proves his evident 
breach of the ten commands, tor which he uught to be 
degraded, deprived, depoſed and deſtroy'd. 
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Mod. Sir, you have heard poſitively what you havo 
done, and negatively what you have not done: They 


are ſins of the ſcarlet-dye, and are ſufficiently proven 


by honeſt men, who have the fear of God in them. 
Arth. Sir, ſhould have heard the depoſitions of the 
witneſſes; for I'm ſure I can prove them all infamous, or 
guilty of malice againſt me; and this is according to tho 
acts of parliament. 
Mad. Mr Turbulent, what ſay you-to this? 
* Turb. Sir, we are not to be guided by your acts of 
parlament, but by the Spirit of God. 
The whole committee cry out.] Awa' with the curatel- 
He has had o'er lang a lend of that good fat ſtipend! 
[Ones knocks rudely at the doar. 


Mod, That looks like a malignant rap Officer, 


ſee who diſturbs us! [Officer opens. 
Enter Captain of the guard. 

Capt. I have brought you the King's letter, which. 
mult be inſtantly opened, and read, and-obeyed. 

Mod. We're about his own work, Sir. 

Capt. Sir, you are about your own buſineſs, and ma- 
king for your own intereſt, and nothing at all concern'd 
with the King's affairs. 


Mod. Sir, you miſtake us; I ſay we are about Jeſus | 


Chriſt's own work, in purging out the curates; and 


when we have done God's work, then we ſhall, in the. 


next place, do his Majeſty's Grace's work. 

All cry out.) *Tis better to. obey; God: than man! 

Capt. You may, and muſt obey us once ; for we have 
God's authority, ſince we have power on our fide; 
Make haſte, elſe 

Mod. Elſe we were diſloyal ſubjects, if we. diſ- 
puted the King's commande Clerk, read the King's 


letter. [Clerk reads. 


« Gentlemen, 
« You know what favours I have ſhewed yau, and 
% have ſupported you, becauſe I thaught you had the 


people on your fide; but I am told you have loſt 


% them, by your driving ſo. furiouſly : All the world 
« repreſent you as à people that are enemies to ma- 


** narchy, who are mad in adverſity, and in proſperity. 
„ igiupportably — I haye often warn'd you to 


46 keep 
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cc keep your eccleſiaſtical dominions within bounds ; 


t for I was not born in a country of jus divinums ; 
© but ſtill you go on without reins, and the church 


% of Eugland, which hath a greater people on her 


« fide, hates you; fo we find it for the neceſſity of 
« our government, that you muſt not exerciſe your 
cc villainy any longer in our name; and therefore 
cc command "ny to diſſolve immediately on the read- 
c“ ing of theſe; and we require you to do it on your 
ce yur! for we are your maſters, and will be obeyed;” 

od. Brethren, What do you think of this let- 
ter ? 

Sal. We fit by a commiſſion under the broad ſeal 
of heaven ; the king's right is only cumulative, and 
not objectively privative. I think we ſhould ſit and 
do our duty. 

The whole Committee cry out.) And not be afraid 
what man can do unto. us! 

Capt. Do not trouble me with your ridiculous cant 


and gibberiſh, elſe I ſhall do my duty ; that is, to 


make my ſoldiers drag you hence. 

Mod. Sir, we will not diſpleaſe you. Lord ſend 
the king good and godly counſellors, who are for 
Thee and thy intereſt! He is but a young king; he has 
meikle-need of wiſe men about him—But give us onl 
leave to ſpeak a word or two, and ſing a double — 
to God, and ſo we have done. 

Capt. You muſt not ſing down a ſummer's ſun, or 
ſpeak a word a day long, elſe I'll interrupt you ; 

erefore make haſte— [Exit Captain. 

Mod. Brethren, we have brought our hogs to a 
fair market; we have joined with, and ſupported that 
perfidious uſurper, who hath diſpoſſeis d his old honeſt 
father of the crown, and his tender young brether, 
and ſet them both a-begging for his ambition : He 

romiſed to protect us againſt all deadly, but you fee 
— we are guided; we ſhould not do ill that good 


may come ot. | . 
Sat. He hath a conſcientia Hollandica, indeed, who 


can ſet up, in Holland, Atheiſm, or all religions, in 


England Prefacy, in Scotland Preſbytery, in Ireland 


Popery, and join in duty with them all ; infero, * 
OY | 7 
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f aliquus virus colebit ſalſum Deum, ſeu verum Deum, 
ut non preſcriptum eſt, iſle virus eſt guiltus idolatriæ. 
Turb. He yretends to defend the Proteſtant reli- 
on, but he joins with the enemies of it, as the Pope, 
mperor, King of Spain, and every other enemy of 
it. If the houſe be well built, I'm ſure there's mony 
a foul finger about it. 

Cov. That tyrant. likeways ſaith he hath ſecured 
liberty and property. *Tis true, they are ſo ſecured, 
that none can call his head or his fortune his own. For 
here's a man that's true both to God and his King in 
his own faſhion, he's clapt up in priſon; there's a man 
treacherous to them both, he goes up and down the 
fkreets —— That's bra* wark, indeed! 

Sol. from' a corner. ] To be plain, King William is 
worſe than Jeroboam and Ahab, who made Iſrael to 
commit idolatry, and his queen is like that painted 
whore Jezebel; the dogs ſhall lick both their bloods 
vet, and they ſhall be ſent, with Nebuchadnezzar, to 
eat graſs in the fields with the beaſts ; for they are 
more unnatural than any brute. 

Mod. All kings are tyrants, and the church never 
thrives but when *tis founded on their bloods 
A hundred pounds for one of their heads again! O 
bow wou'd that reliſh ! Sweetly ! 

Sal. They are the wicked of the earth, and ſhould 
be deſtroyed. I prov'd, three years ago, that all 
the kings of Scotland were damn'd, becauſe they 
were all papifts ; and now I think King William will 
not break off. 

Turb. The ſcripture ſaith expreſsly, that all the 
kings of the earth are ſet againſt Chriſt and his cauſe. 
We ſhould then obſerve the following advice, Let us 
break their bands, and caſt their cords aſunder ; that 
is to ſay, the oaths of allegiance and aſſurance; and 
Jet us ſtir up our brethren i'the weſt-country to ſhake 
this tyrant's throne. | 

All the Committee cry.) An excellent overture ! 
We'll all follow your advice! | 

Re-enter Captain. 

Capt. Pack you off, you villains ! 
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Mod, 


Mod. We've eden been praying for the King, for 


- as ikl's he's to us, 
Capt. Get you gone, you rebels! 
Mou. Well then! we'll eien ſing a verſe or two 
out of the rogth pſalm. | 
| {Exeunt omnes in canfulion, finging. 
Set thou the wicked over him, 
and upon his right tand, 
Give thou his greateſt enemy, 
Cen Satan, leave to ftand : 
And when by thee he ſhall be judg'd, 
let him condemned be; 
And let his prayer be turn'd to fin 
when the ſhall call on thee. 
Few be his days, and in his room 
his charge another take ; 
And cauſe the terrors of the Lord | 
his diadem to break. {Scene æieſeth. 
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” 0 play is done ; that circumſtance, the plot, 
Dur authors have of mere deſign forgot: 
* For the fanatics, whom we repreſent, 


Have no fix'd plot, nor regular intent. | 
They daſh through thick and thin ; amidſt the throng, 
They're jumbled right, and all their neighbours wrong, 
Their int'reſt drives them on moſt furiouſly, 
I Without the common rules of policy. 
Perhaps N may ſome anger raiſe: 
We care not, ſince tis truth our author ſays. 
We do, for truth, with that ſame courage write, 
That honeſt Tories for their kings do fight. 
We fear not then a private ſhot or liah, 
Nor yet the fury of the weſlern mob; 
= Neither the greater rabble of the ſtate, 
, Which did our own king Janis abdicate. 
| Some 1 who have much more zeal than wit, 
May think we do burleſque the holy Writ, 
Becauſe our heroes ſometimes mate addreſſes 
Ju ſacred phraſe unte their lewd miſlreſſes ; 
But the intelligent will only ſay, 
We but obſerve decorum in our play. 
For Jack, without a Scripture-phraſe, could ne er 
His miſtreſs court, nor cheat without a prayer ; 
And now, ſince prayers are ſo much in vogue, 
We will with one conclude this Epilogue. 
\ Let the juſt heav'ns our King and peace reſtore, 
And villains never vex us any more. 


— 
7 
| 
4 
þ. 
12 
y 
{4 
* 
F- 
- 
5 
11 
N 
: 
: 2 
& 
3 
4 


- 
—— 


n * A nods 
— <> Ga ar 2 p 4 2 I bo 8 . 


. — 


* 


& 
1 
3 


J 


* 


Oe tA. . 


. 


waz c 


J 


